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Andrew Gillum
Challenges FAMU
Students To Mentor
A Child During
FAMU’s Black
History Month
Convocation

Andrew Gillum,
Florida A&M University
alum and Tallahassee City
Commissioner, challenges
FAMU students to volunteer

at a local school during
FAMU’s All-University Black
History Month Convocation

TALLAHASSEE - The
Florida A&M University
symphonic band captivated
the audience gathered inside
FAMU’s
Jake
Gaither
Gymnasium, on, Friday, Feb.
22, as members of the FAMU
Board of Trustees, Leadership
Team and Deans entered at the
opening of the All-University
Black History Convocation.
FAMU Student Government
Association
(SGA)
vice
president, James Bland, a
senior business administration
student, presided over this
year’s ceremony. This year’s
theme was “Carter G.
Woodson and the Origins of
Multiculturalism.”
. David H. Jackson, FAMU
history
professor
and
chairman of the history depart

ment, gave the occasion.
“Carter
G.
Woodson,
because ofhis scholarly work,
earned the title of the Father of
Black History,” he said.
“When we look back at our
history, we see AfricanAmericans struggling for civil
rights, we see us paving the
way for a movement in
women’s rights - but we must
do more than simply look
back.”
Jackson
urged
the
audience to do more than just
embrace
African-American
history, to remind themselves
of the struggle of those that
came before and continue to
live in their legacy.
After the FAMU Concert
Choir serenaded the gym with
a moving rendition of “One by
One,” Monique Gillum, SGA
president, had the honor of
introducing
her
brother,
Andrew Gillum, who served
as the keynote speaker for the
occasion.
“What a special day
indeed this is for me, because
today I can introduce my big
brother,” she said. “I’ve had
the pleasure to introduce so
many individuals while I’ve
been here [at FAMU], but just
how do I introduce my big
brother? What do you say
about a person who you know
almost everything about?”

FAMU
continued onpg. 9
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ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

U.S. Secretary Of Labor
Helps Break Ground At
Job Corps Site

From left to right, Aquil Askia, George Cretekos, Councilman (Clearwater), Robert B. Stewart, Pinellas County Commission,
Jeanie Blue, U. S. Congressman C.W. “Bill” Young, Elaine L. Chao, U.S. Secretary of Labor, St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker,
Earnest Williams, Councilman (St. Petersburg), and Dr. Esther R. Johnson, National Director of the Office of Job Corps

ST. PETERSBURG - U.S.
Secretary of Labor Elaine L.
Chao, National Director of the
Office of Job Corps Esther R.
Johnson and Congressman C.W.
“Bill” Young joined Pinellas
County Commission Chairman
Robert B. Stewart and St.
Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker at
the Groundbreaking Ceremony
for the Pinellas County Job
Corps Center, located in the
Dome Industrial Park Project in
St. Petersburg.
“As a community, we’ve
worked diligently for almost a
decade to establish this Pinellas
County Job Corps Center for

our young people. The opportu
nities for bright futures and the
career training it will provide
for our kids will be the culmina
tion of our efforts,” said
Chairman Stewart.
“From the beginning, the
support we’ve received from the
citizens, neighbors, educators
and the business community has
allowed us to make this dream a
reality. This Job Corps campus
will allow our kids to improve
their lives, here, in St.
Petersburg, and our local
employers to hire our talented
local Job Corps graduates.”
The Center is scheduled to

begin construction soon and
should near completion in the
summer of 2009. Designated by
the U.S. Secretary of Labor as
an official Job Corps site, the
federally funded center will
house 300 students and will
provide academic and career
technical training, as well as
high school and General
Equivalency
Diploma
programs. The commitment of
federal resources will be a sig
nificant investment in Midtown
St. Petersburg and includes the
$40 million Pinellas County Job
Corps Center Campus and a
contribution of $7 million

BY NICOLE HAWTHORNE
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Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint Keynotes
Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity Member Boule
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

Sports.........................

annually to the local economy.
The Job Corps Center will
create more than 100 permanent
jobs for staff and faculty once it
is up and running.
“It truly is another great day
in St. Petersburg,” said Mayor
Rick Baker. “We have worked
for a number of years on this
project, which will be extremely
significant for the future of our
city. This critical site is not only
a key bridge geographically
between
downtown
and

9
10
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Church News..................... 13
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Dr. Goliath J. Davis III, left, and Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint

ST. PETERSBURG - With
style and elegance, the distin
guished gentlemen of The
Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Gamma
Omicron Member Boule, hosted
the 23rd Annual Dr. Carter G.
Woodson Lecture series on
Saturday, Feb. 23 at the Hilton
St. Petersburg Carillon Park
Hotel with Dr. Alvin F.
Poussaint serving as keynote
speaker.
Dr. Alvin Poussaint, an
Associate Dean at Harvard
Medical School, is considered to
be an expert in race relations.
Having co-authored books with
James P. Comer, Amy Alexander
and most recently Bill Cosby,

Dr. Poussaint delved deeply into
the African-American con
sciousness as he discussed what
he calls post-traumatic slavery
disorder, parenting within the
community, and defining the
roles of the village in the lives of
its children.
The evening reflected upon
the theme, “Restoring the
Village” with scholars from The
Ebony Scholars Academic Club
- founded by Mr. Vyrle Davis,
former area superintendent being awarded the Gamma
Omicron 2008 Scholarship. The
award recipients were Anthony
Kincey, Kevin Rose, Darren

LECTURE
continued on pg. 5
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LEADERSHIP BASED ON EXPERIENCE, INTEGRITY AND RESULTS

Earnest

WILLIAMS
f’WT’T

■

IV/
W

FOR FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 55

HIS VISION...
At Bayfront Medical Center, we value ond respect our healthcare professionals and
realize the exceptional qualities that they must possess in order to achieve excellence
ond satisfaction in their chosen profession. Nationally recognized for excellence,
our dedicated team is so committed to the our promise to respond ond respect they have not only earned the right to be called leaders, but heroes.

Coring for our community .<
Each year, more families throughout our community rely on the medical expertise
and technology in times of aisis. If you shore our dream and passion of making
our community a better place, we encourage you to apply for one of the following:

CUSTOMER SERVICE / SUPPORT

Incinerator Operator
• Stationary Engineer
Patient Financial Representative
• Receiving Tech
Medical Assistance Representative * Phlebotomist
• Environmental Service Aides

For more information on how to
become a hero ot Bayfront, or visit
us online ot www.bayfront.org,
or ph: 727-893-6161.

Virtual Job Fair
The 3rd Tuesday of each month
2pm -5pm
www.bayfront.org, chat with our
recruiters from the comfort of your home.

•
•
•
•
•
•

I will work hard to Improve the economy of District 55 by
attracting new businesses and new jobs, lower property taxes
and homeowners insurance, work for a better educational
system and provide accessible and affordable healthcare.

ACCOMPLISHMENT..^
As City Council Member:
•Initiated increase in Homestead Exemption for elderly
by $10,000
$
Xf
J
•Instrumental in the establishment of a service center in
Campbell’s Park
• Worked to bring the Job Corp, to Midtown
• Voted to invest over $400,000,000 in South St. Petersburg
(including three new libraries, Johnnie Ruth, Clark Health Center,
Sweetbay Plaza, and the building of new Wildwood Community Center)

REGISTERED NURSES

Lobar and Delivery
Emergency
Coronary Care
Progressive Cardiac
Trauma ICU
Neuro ICU

• Neuroprogressive
• Rehab
•CVOR
• Operating Room
• Medical Telemetry
• Same Day Surgery

ERSHIP ROLES...
Elected Chairman and Vice Chairman of St. Petersburg
City Council

• Ask about our •

Elected four years as Chairman of City Council’s budget,
tax, and finance committee

6N Internship Programs.- Critical Care, ER, Progressive Cardiac,
Perinatal & Perioperative
Seasonal RNs Up to $44/hr, (Plus $5000.26-week completion bonus)

Vice Chair of International Committee for Florida League of Cities

LEADERSHIP

• ARNP, Neuro Coordinator
• Trauma Program Manager
• CVOR Nurse Manager

Commissioner of St. Petersburg Enterprise Zone
|
AL,Member of Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council

ALLIED HEALTH

Physical Therapist
Occupational Therapist
Respiratory Therapist
Histotechnologist
Sr System Analysts - PROFIT

Health System

President of Pinellas Chapter of Democratic Black Caucus

• Chief Dietitian
Ultrasound Supervisor
Director of Pharmacy

Cytotechnologist
Medical Technologist
Clinical Pharmacist
Radiation Therapist

Past Chair of Workforce Development Board
Past Chair of Southside Boys Club

VOTE EARNEST WILLIAMS

WWW.BAYFR0N10RG

Tuesday, March 25, 2008

VOLUNTEERS Part of the King

■ ria

Day of Service encourages all fo participate in volunteerism and community services,
H you would like la volunteer your talents within our dynamic organization, please visit us online al www.bayfront.org.

for Florida House of Representatives District 55

Pol. Adv. Paid for and Approved by Earnest Williams, Democrat tor F|_ House of Representatives, District 55 |

L-7Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz

Price &
Experience
Guarantee

For the finest purchase experience,
simply contact our Business
DeVelopment Agents by phone at:

Visit us online at:

Lokeyautos.com
Or come see us in person at:

19820 US Hwy 19 N
Clearwater
Talk to our Certified Business
Development Agents to schedule
your sales/serviee appointment,
schedule a 15 minute appraisal
or receive specific information
about our vehicle inventory.

Our guarantee to you:
• We will beat any dealer’s
advertised price in the country
or pay you $1,000.00*
• The easiest way to shop
• Give you the best purchase
experience
• The most knowledgeable staff
in the market

19820 U.S. Hwy 19 N. • Clearwater
Mercedes-Benz

www.lokeyautos.com
Pre-owned : 866-296-6655 • Service: 877-253-9627

‘Competing dealer’s offer must be signed and authorized by dealer. Trade-in not included. In-stock units only.
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
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We Must Stop The “Hurt”
BY ETHEL JOHNSON
PUBLISHER

No
child
is
capable of being
emotionally, legally,
or spiritually mature enough to
consent to being photographed for
sexual purposes, or to be coerced
into sexual activities of any sort,
including rape.
Every sexual image displayed
of a child whether by photograph,

DVD or VCR tape is a crime, and
a heinous act against humanity.
“We Must Stop The Hurt.”
Speak out now to your con
gressmen to let them know that
tougher laws are to be enacted to
recognize that child pornography
is an international crime, and
federal laws are needed.
We must abolish the statue of
limitations, both civil and criminal
acts, involving child pornography

productions, and preserve each
victim the right to sue for damages
even years later; this will also
shut-off the Internet defense of
burden of proof.
Child pornography is a multi
victim crime, and a multi-billion
dollar business. Let us speak out,
to stop predatory pedophiles, and
criminal syndicates that exploit
our most precious possessions.
Concerned parents, teachers,

Fax (727) 823-2568
Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

and community leaders please
come forward and get the phone
numbers of our senators, represen
tatives, governors, mayors, civic
leaders, and school resource
divisions.
We must stop the hurt of our
children. Let us pool all resources
together, and together we can
make progress.
And that’s my view.

www.theweeklychallenger.com
Readership: 100,000 monthly
THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

So Lonely Is The Black Republican
BY HARRY C. ALFORD
NNPA COLUMNIST

It’s hard to believe
but the fact is the
Republican Party, Grand Old Party
aka GOP, was co-founded by a
black abolitionist and revolution
ary. The great Frederick Douglass
Was perhaps one of the proudest
black Americans who ever walked
this earth. His vintage phrases such
as “Power concedes nothing
without a demand”; “Your
Independence Day is not my inde
pendence day”; “There must be a
struggle. You may not get all that
you pay for but you will pay for all
that you get.”
No less- was his protege,
Booker T. Washington. He was
more subtle but just as resilient and
demonstrative in his vision for
black America. Bom outside of
Charleston, W. Va., he literally
walked hundreds of miles to
Hampton Institute, Virginia to get
his formal education. His vision of
capitalism and proper education
were realized in his Tuskegee
Institute project. He built this great
college through the work and
sacrifice of the very students who
attended it. It was a perfect
example of recycling black
dollars. The students physically

built the school and attended class
in between with tuition being paid
for from their labor. Today, there
are many fine institutions but none
is “better” than the dynamic
Tuskegee Institute. Some of the
best veterinarians and civil
engineers in the world learned
their skills here and recruiters line
up constantly to hire them.
Booker T. Washington’s vision
for entrepreneurship resulted in his
forming the National Negro
Business League which was a
network of black chambers of
commerce. This was done at about
the same time US President Taft
appropriated federal funding
to start the US Chamber of
Commerce.
Such was the way of many of
our early leaders. They were
Republican
and
capitalistic.
Another who cannot go unnoticed
is the Reverend Martin Luther
King Sr. who was quite active in
the Republican Party and taught
his two famous sons the values of
self sufficiency and capitalism.
But, as Earth, Wind and Fire
sings: “Something happened along
the way and what used to be happy
is sad.” Democratic President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal
and the Second Migration to the
northern and western urban indus-

trial areas transformed a new
image of the political parties.
Democratic
President
Harry
Truman integrated our armed
forces which was well appreciated
by all of us. The Dixiecrats
(southern democratic Jim Crow
supporters) started getting uncom
fortable in the Democratic Party
and started walking to the
Republican Party which welcomed
them as they were desperate for a
new base.
Republican President Ronald
Reagan sealed the deal when he
kicked off his election campaign
from rural Mississippi (the Reagan
Southern Strategy). The message
was clear: The Dixiecrats and their
off-spring
were
officially
welcomed into the GOP. Prior to
that, Democratic President Lyndon
B. Johnson signed off on the Civil
Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act
and acknowledged the victories of
the Civil Rights Movement. The
transformation was complete. The
vast majority of blacks were now
Democrats.
In my travels I find some of the
loneliest conferences and summits
can be those ofblack Republicans.
There is little to smile about or
tout. Some of the characters or
spokespersons, usually seen on the
Fox News Channel, appear to be

frustrated comedians or propo
nents of self hatred.
“Blacks are their own enemy.
They aren’t discriminated against.
They just live savagely - no
daddies, drop out of school, can’t
speak good English, love crime,
etc.”
While there are some great
black Republicans such as General
Collin Powell and Lt. Gov.
Michael Steele they are vastly out
numbered by the celebrated selfhating blacks like Thomas Sowell,
Clarence Thomas, and Shelby
Steele. Good solid thinking pro
gressive capitalists who happen to
be black, find themselves isolated
and on the defense.
They certainly don’t want any
part of the self-haters so they
choose to go it alone. Many pro
gressive blacks who are conserva
tive in their thinking are actually
hiding out in the closet. They
choose not to actively publicize
their views.
The intolerance displayed by
the ultra conservatives in the
media is too much for them to be
comfortable. Hate just isn’t our
(African-American culture) way
and we refuse to get mixed up in it.
So, the typical black Republican
travels like the lone wolf. It’s not
fun and is indeed challenging.
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Fox TV: The O’Racist Factor

a

BY GEORGE E CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

Bill
O’Reilly’s
latest
“lynching”
attack on Michelle
Obama caps a series of racist slurs
that have led some to refer to him
as Bill O’Racist.
The latest flap occurred Feb.
19 when O’Reilly, saying he was
defending Obama, stated on his
radio program: “I don’t want to go
on a lynching party against
Michelle Obama unless there’s
evidence, hard facts, that say this is
how the woman really feels. If
that’s how she really feels - that
America is a bad country or a
flawed nation, whatever - then
that’s legit. We’ll track it down.”
To his credit, O’Reilly did
caution the caller against repeating
second-hand
charges
against
Obama. Defending himself two
days later, O’Reilly asserted, “The
word ‘lynching’ was used because
I said it quite clearly. I’m not going
to go on some lynching party
against Michelle Obama; that s
ridiculous.”
That’s not exactly what he
said. By stating that he didn’t want
to go on a lynching party against
Obama unless she was truly unpa
triotic, O’Reilly left open the pos
sibility that under certain circum
stances, he would indeed join what
he termed a lynching party.
On the Feb. 21 show, he

dismissed a caller who asked: “Do
you think you owe Michelle
Obama an apology for that disre
spectful lynching analogy?” The
host labeled the caller a “far-left
loon.” As is often the case in
incidents like this,, O’Reilly
belatedly offered a tepid apology.
Exactly , five months earlier,
O’Reilly created a stir when he
discussed a recent trip to Sylvia’s,
a popular soul food restaurant in
Harlem, as the guest of Al
Sharpton. “I couldn’t get over the
fact that there was no difference
between Sylvia’s restaurant and
any other restaurant in New York
City. I mean, it was exactly the
same, even though it’s run by
blacks, primarily black patronship,” he said. Later, in a discus
sion with Juan Williams on NPR,
O’Reilly expanded his comments.
According to a transcript of
the program provided by
Mediamatters.org, a monitoring
group, O’Reilly said, “There
wasn’t one person in Sylvia’s who
was screaming, ‘M-Fer, I want
more iced tea.’ You know, I mean,
everybody was - it was like going
into an Italian restaurant in an allwhite suburb in the sense of people
were sitting there, and they were
ordering and having fun. And there
wasn’t any kind of craziness at
all.”
O’Reilly has been making
crazy and racists comments for
year as host of Fox TV’s O’Reilly

Factor arid his syndicated radio
show, Radio Factor. Many have
been chronicled by Fairness &
Accuracy in Reporting, another
media monitoring group.
For example, at a fundraiser
for Best Friends, a charity for
Washington,
D.C.
students,
O’Reilly said, “Does anyone know
where the Best Men are? I hope
they’re not in the parking
lot stealing our hubcaps.”
[Washington Post 4/15/03] FAIR
noted that O’Reilly has “a history
of making derogatory, stereotyping
comments about people of color.”
It cited the following examples:
* During a segment (2/9/00)
about black athletes suing over the
minimum academic standards for
college
admission,
O’Reilly
commented: “Look, you know as
well as I do most of these kids
come out and they can’t speak
English.”
*
Criticizing
Democratic
politicians who met with the Rev.
Al Sharpton, which O’Reilly
compared to meeting with white
supremacist David Duke: “Why
would it be different? Both use
race to promote themselves.”
(3/16/00) O’Reilly also equated
the Black Panthers with Duke
(1/11/99): “You were promoting
your people, black people, and he’s
promoting white people. So what’s
the difference?”
* “We have black leaders in
this country who blame everything

on whitey, everything’s the
system’s fault, and that gives a
built-in excuse to fail and act irre
sponsible. ‘Oh, I can’t get a job.
Whitey won’t let me,’ or ‘I can’t
get educated. The teachers are bad,
so I’m going to go out and get high
and sell drugs. That’s the only way
we can make money here.’ You
know what I mean? And it’s a
vicious cycle” (6/8/99).
* “Will African-Americans
break away from the pack thinking
and reject immorality - because
that’s the reason the family’s
breaking apart - alcohol, drugs,
infidelity. You have to reject that,
and it doesn’t seem - and I’m
broadly speaking here, but a lot of
African-Americans won’t reject it
(2/25/99).”
Mediamatters.org recalled that
on his Sept. 13, 2005 broadcast,
O’Reilly asserted that “many of
the poor in New Orleans” did not
evacuate the city before Hurricane
Katrina because they were “drugaddicted” and “weren’t going to
get turned off from their source.”
O’Reilly claimed, “They were
thugs.”
O’Reilly is no different than
shock jock Don Imus. Like Imus,
he should be kicked off the air. In
the same fashion, O’Reilly would
probably resurface, but at least he
would have suffered some reper
cussions for his constant flow of
ignorant and racist invective.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Projects
Receive Community
Education Grants

Midtown Celebrates
Black History Month
BY MURIEL HARRINGTON
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST.
PETERSBURG
Midtown’s ABE/GED class
listened intently while Terry
W.
Cox explained why
education is the key to their
future, especially for blacks.
While
celebrating
Black
History month, this Lakewood
Community
School
site,
located in St. Petersburg’s
NAACP office, invited Mr.
Cox to share his insight and
experiences concerning the
link between black social
progress and education.
During his presentation he
cited many examples of the
lorig, hard road black ancestors
had to travel to make today’s
education possible. “Your dues
have been paid for you. Now
it’s time for you to pick up the
ball
it’s in your court,” he
emphasized.
Mr. Cox, the local NAACP

co-chairman of the Legal
Redress Committee, illustrated
this point by recalling when
black students in Arkansas
were spit upon as they entered
schools. “Even young children
had to hide in the woods on
their way to school, to avoid
the trucks that would “collect”
them to pick cotton. When they
finally got to school, they had
to walk through rows of white
students who would spit on
them - both before they
entered and when they left the
class,” he said.
The
link
between
education and the future
of black people was made
plain dining this discourse.
Additionally, the point that
blacks must work harder for
success, achievement, and
acknowledgement was made
clear.
A multitude of examples
have been set by past genera
tions of blacks, many of whom

are still unknown, even though
their work is used by everyone
today, such as: Dr. Charles
Drew,
established
Blood
Banks all over the world;
Frederick Jones, developed
refrigeration for transport
trucks and railroad cars; J. L.
Love, discovered the pencil
sharpener; Alexander Miles,
invented the elevator, Garrett
A. Morgan, developed the gas
mask, responsible for saving
many lives during WWI, and
also, the traffic signal; Dr.
Daniel
Hale
Williams,
performed the first open-heart
surgery in 1893, and George
Washington
Carver,
who
among other scientific feats,
discovered peanut butter, just
to name a very few.
Finally, Mr. Cox addressed
black male students in particu
lar and asked them to make
their education a first priority,
and not become a commodity
for the criminal justice system.

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM
CONSOLIDATED SUBMISSION FOR 2008-2009
FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
February 29, 2008
Pinellas County expects to receive approximately $6,214,106 in Federal grant funds
and program income for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2008. The approximate
expected funding sources and amounts are:
$ 2,979,575
$ 1,635,898
$
14,908
$ 1,450,000
$ 133,725
$6.214.106

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
HOME Investments Partnership Program (HOME)
American Dream Down Payment Initiative (ADDI)
Program Income ($250,000 CDBG and $1,200,000 HOME)
Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG)

ST. PETERSBURG - Eight
Pinellas County projects were
awarded Community Education
Grants from the Southwest
Florida Water Management
District. These grants provide up
to $5,000 to help fund projects
that provide communities an
opportunity to leam about water
resources.
This year the district awarded
38 grants districtwide for a total
of $136,598. This is the llth year
Community Education Grants
have been available.
The overall goal of the
Community Education Grant
Program is to actively engage
adults in water-related issues per
taining to conservation, protec
tion and preservation. Funded by
the District’s Basin Boards, the
program is intended to motivate
communities to get involved in
watershed protection through
various activities and educational
fonnats.
Funding for the following
projects comes from the PinellasAnclote River Basin Board,
which includes Pinellas County
and a portion of Pasco County.
The Pinellas County Parks &
Recreation Department will
receive $4,571 for the Taylor Park
Lake Enhancement project. This
project has the potential to reach
more than 681,000 annual
visitors to Taylor Park through
educational Signs and a volunteer
community-based lake shoreline
planting.
The Town of Indian Shores

will receive $1,250 for a Florida-

friendly landscaping and micro
irrigation education program,
which will be conducted by the
Pinellas
County
Extension.
Indian Shores residents will leam
about Florida-friendly landscap
ing techniques and will receive a
micro-irrigation starter kit for
their participation
The Riviera Bay Civic
Association will receive $2,341
for a project aimed at removing
Brazilian pepper trees and
cleaning up debris from a nearby
canal that leads to Riviera and
Tampa Bay. In addition to
removing the invasive plants at a
designated area, residents plan to
post signs at storm drains and a
nearby boat ramp about how
residents can protect the water
resources.
Kayak Nature Adventures
will receive $5,000 for a series of
“Bring Back the Bayou” cleanups
at the Clam Bayou Nature
Preserve. Volunteers will have
free access to kayaks, trash bags
and equipment needed to collect
the trash. This project will
educate the public about the
damage that household waste
does to an estuary and the impor
tance of preserving the area.
Nature Matters Inc. will receive
$5,000 for a series of cleanups in
the areas affected by waste and
stormwater pollution, including
Clam Bayou, Maggiore Creek,
Boca Ceiga Bay, Gulfport, St.
Pete Beach, South Pasadena,
Tampa Bay and the Gulf of
Mexico. Cleanups will focus on
areas that can be reached by

canoes and kayaks. This project
will educate the public about the
impact of water pollution and the
environment.
The City of Safety Harbor
will receive $2,500 for the
Marshall Street Park “Keep Our
Creek Clean” event. The event
will include interpretive sessions,
learning stations and an education
mural showing natural habitats
affected by our behaviors. The
focus is on watershed issues,
water conservation and the pro
tection of wetland habitats.
The
Bartlett
Park
Neighborhood Association will
receive $2,000 for a project
aimed at removing invasive
plants and cleaning up debris
from the nearby Salt Creek. In
addition to cleaning up the creek,
residents plan to post signs about
the mangrove environment and to
discourage littering.
Pinellas Living Green Inc,
will receive $5,000 for the
Pinellas Living Green Expo.
The environmental education
event provides attendees with
ideas, resources and information
that promote sustainable living
through energy and water effi
ciency.
The Southwest Florida Water
Management District’s 2009
Community Education Grant
Program will begin its application
process in June 2008. For more
information, please call the
district’s communications depart
ment at 1-800-423-1476 or 352796-7211, ext. 4757.

Total
T-SHIRTS, UNIFoRMS. SPORTSWEAR. FAMILY REUNIONS. MEMORIALS

In addition, approximately $4,500,000 in State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP)
funds and an estimated $5,000,000 in local Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds, plus
anticipated income of approximately $1,000,000, will be available for affordable housing
activities. The City of Largo receives HOME funds as part of the Consortium and
allocates funds to housing programs.
Applications: Applications will be accepted for the following activities which fall within
the priority needs stated in the County’s Consolidated Plan: (1) Preservation of existing
affordable rental housing developments; (2) Public Facilities in special districts or which
serve a low to moderate income population or special needs population, including the
homeless; (3) Mixed Income Rental Developments and Owner Housing Development
(Please note that applications for Housing Development may be submitted at any time)
or (4) Public Works projects in special districts.
Parties interested in more information on receiving funds for activities are invited to visit
our web site at www.pinellascounty.org/community/ to obtain an application.
Applications are due to the Community Development Department, 600 Cleveland
Street, Suite 800, Clearwater, FL 33755 no later than Thursday, April 3, 2008.
Selection of activities is based on availability of funds, consistency of the activity with
the County’s Five Year Consolidated Plan and identified priorities, no duplication of an
existing program, and approval of the local jurisdiction in which the activity is located.

PH: (727)823-2500

UNIVERSITY
PICKOFTHEWEEK!
44-19-20
CA$H 3
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Eligible Activities: The following are eligible activities under each of the Federal grant
funds; however, applications will be accepted only for the specific activities described
above. CDBG funds are used to provide decent housing and a suitable living
environment, principally for low and moderate-income households, and to eliminate
blighting conditions. Eligible activities include housing rehabilitation and preservation,
public facilities and improvements, public infrastructure, clearance and demolition,
economic development, public services, and housing services. Eligible activities under
HOME include construction, rehabilitation, and/or acquisition in order to expand the
supply of decent and affordable housing, and home ownership assistance. ESG funds
are used to provide operating funds and essential supportive services and to rehabilitate
shelters serving the homeless.
Jurisdiction: CDBG funds must be used to benefit residents located in the Urban
County (all unincorporated areas and all incorporated areas except St. Petersburg,
Clearwater, Largo, and Belleair Shores). HOME funds must be used to benefit
residents of the Pinellas County Consortium (Urban County and the City of Largo).
ESG funds must benefit homeless in facilities located outside the city limits of St.
Petersburg, except that facilities offering services for homeless unaccompanied youth or
homeless ex-offenders may be located anywhere in Pinellas County. SHIP and local
HTF funds must be used to benefit residents in the County (all unincorporated and all
incorporated areas).
Ongoing Programs and Activities: Although the County is not seeking applications from
service providers, the County will continue to fund housing programs and activities in
support of target areas. Members of the public, owners of rental housing, and
builders/developers may access information about the County’s housing programs
through the above website or telephone number. Ongoing housing programs include:
rental housing development, rental property improvement, housing development for
homebuyers, down payment assistance, owner occupied housing rehabilitation, and
services such as the Homebuyers’ Club, and foreclosure prevention counseling.

PH: (727)768-7529
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“WE GOT IT!”
CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM NEEDS
15SO 16TH ST. S.

I-----------------1 EML: SCORPIOS2109@YAHOO.COM
ORAPHICS. SCREEN PRINTINO. EMBROIDERY. BANNERS. SIGNS & MORE I

If you think there might be a
warrant for your arrest...
Please call
(727) 322-0664
AVOID THE EMBARRASSMENT OF BEING

443

ARRESTED!

DOG
DAYS

Webb’s
3-4
4-1
6-7

7-2
5-3
8-6
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Easy Payment

Plans

Collateral
not always needed

826 49th St. S.
St. Pete Fl. 33707
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

I i >

u

FEBRUARY - MARCH 2008

Saturday, March 1 - Saturday Art Market, Williams Park. 9

Thursday, Feb. 28 - African Culture Showcase, The

a.m. to 2 p.m. Fine arts and fine crafts show and sale. Free.
727-898-6061.

Palladium at St. Petersburg College. 253 5th Ave. N. A
display of various acts with African dancers, drummers,

Saturday, March 1 - Saturday Market at Gas Plant Antiques

steppers and poets. Skits are performed before each act to
explain the historical relationship of how the art form is

and Fergs, Central Ave. and 13th St N. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

expressed today. 7 p.m. Free, www.mypalladium.org or 1277822-3590.

much more. Free. 727-895-0368.

Featuring local artists, gifts, live music, fresh produce and

Saturday, March 1 - Saturday Morning Market, Central Ave.

Friday, Feb. 29 - Jersey Jazz. Progress Energy Center for

between 1st St. and 2nd St. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. European-style

the Arts, Bayview Room, 400 1st. St. S., 7:30 p.m. $20.

open air market featuring fresh produce, prepared foods,

www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or www.mahaffeytheater.com

gourmet baked goods, greenery, handcrafted housewares,
gifts, work by local artists, live music and more. Free.

Friday, Feb. 29 - St. Petersburg Shuffleboard Courts, 559
Mirror Lake Dr. N., 7 to 11 p.m. Equipment provided. Free.
727-867-7228. www.stpeteshuffle.com

Friday Feb. 29 & Saturday, March 1 - Musical Sounds of
Salsa and Jazz. BayWalk, 2nd St. N. and 2nd Ave. N. Enjoy

www.saturdaymorningmarket.com or 727-455-4921.

Saturday, March 1 - Sounds of Saturday. The Pier, 800 2nd
Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Listen and dance to outdoor music.
Free, www.stpetepier.com or 727-631-6443.

Salsa music and lessons by Salsa with Greg on Fri. 7 to 10

Saturday, March 1 - Saturday Afternoon Fun. The Pier, 800

p.m. and Jazz with Easy Victor on Sat. 6 to 9 p.m. www.yourbaywalk.com

2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Lots of family fun, face painting and

Saturday, March 1 - Special Olympics Florida Area VI

a character from Fritzy Bros. One Man Circus. Free.

Saturday, March 1 & Sunday, March 2 - 3rd Annual Spring

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Athletic competition for children & adults with

Art Walk at BayWalk, 2nd Ave. and 2nd St. N. 10 a.m. to 6

intellectual disabilities. Track & field, volleyball, tennis, bocce

p.m. Show and sale of work by local artists, www.yourbay-

and motor activities, www.sopinellas.com or 727-462-1556.

walk.com or 727-384-6000

Saturday, March 1 - U.S. Dept. of Energy - Science Bowl,

Sunday, March 2 - Music Fest on the Water - Soul Scape.

Science Center of Pinellas, 7701 22nd Ave. N. Regional

The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Enjoy easy listening

competition for high school students. Enjoy the fun and watch

music in the Waterside Courtyard. Free, www.stpetepier.com
or 727-631-6443.

las.com or 727-384-0027.

Sunday, March 2 - Sunday Afternoon Fun. The Pier, 800

Saturday, March 1 - Human Rights Walkathon 2008. North
Free, www.humanrightswalkathon.org or 727-831-9449.

2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m. Family fun with face painting and a
caricature artist from Fritzy Bros. One Man Circus. Free.
www.stpetepier.com or 727-631 -6443.

“Successes
Unlimited” Invites
You To Lawfest
Workshop 2008

An Open Invitation
Extended To
Minority And
Women-Owned Firms

Straub Park, 9 a.m. Support Human Rights around the world.

“Successes
Unlimited”
Women and Youth Business
Center Inc. invites you to
attend Lawfest Workshop
2008, on March 8, at St.
Petersburg College Midtown,
1048 22nd St. S., from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The theme
will be “Where there is no
vision, The People Perish”
(Proverbs 29:18)
Attorneys, City represen
tatives and St. Petersburg
College representatives will be
present to conduct on-site

workshops and training in the
areas of rights restorations,
trusts, wills, probate, power of
attorney, estates, bankruptcy,
debt relief, civil law, criminal
law, insurance law, and tax
law. The Keynote Speaker will
be the Honorable Judge James
Pierce, presiding will be the
Honorable Judge Michael
Andrews.
For more information or to
RSVP, call Momma Tee
Lassiter (727) 564-8534 or Dr.
H. Shirley (727) 341-7156.

The St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP
Purchasing
and
Facilities Division of Pinellas
County School Board and
Florida
Minority
Supplier
Development Council, FMSDC
extend an open invitation to
minority and women-owned
firms to attend the March 7
Minority Business Outreach
Forum, 9:00 a.m. to Noon at the
Pinellas County School Board,
Conference Hall, 301 4th St.,
S.W., Largo. Call the purchasing
office at 727-588-6143 or visit

www.pinellas.kl2.fl.us/purch
for more information
Meet
the
purchasing
director, school board members,
assistant supertintendent of
EEO, purchasing team and
Ariel Business Group Inc., to
leam how to bid successfully,
mentor with prime contractors
and network with department heads.
Join an experienced team of
economic development and
minority supplier advocates in a
powerful networking session.
RSVP by March 4.

CLASSIFIED
WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

AFRICAN-AMERICAN ATTORNEY
•
•
•
•

Worker’s Compensation (Job Injuries)
Employment Law (Job Discrimination)
Personal Injury (Auto Accidents)
Bankruptcy Law (Chapter 7 & 13)

Atty. Roderick O. Ford, Esq.
(727) 209-0814
www.fordlaw.org

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Classified Ads Work!!

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!
Place Your Ad Today!!

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

ST. PETERSBURG - St.
Petersburg International
Relations Committee and the
Rays Foundation are sponsor
ing a cultural exchange with
Takamatsu, Japan, its sister
city since 1961. Two high
school juniors who are
residents of St. Petersburg
will be selected to officially
represent our city as goodwill
ambassadors to Takamatsu
this summer.
“In addition to experienc
ing typical Japanese family
life, culture and sights, our
student ambassadors will have
the opportunity to enlighten
young people of Takamatsu
about St. Petersburg’s people
and culture,” said Abdul
K. Ali, chair of the city’s
International Relations
Committee.
The high school juniors

selected will receive free
economy round trip airfare to
Takamatsu and a home stay
with a Japanese family (or
families) for up to three weeks
during the summer of 2008.
After the exchange trip, each
student must be available for
interviews to promote the
program for the next year.
Each student agrees to share
his or her experiences with
students, civic groups and
other interested citizens upon
return from the exchange.
The application form is
available on the city’s Web
site, www.stpete.org/japan.
Applications must be
postmarked or e-mailed by
March 14. For more informa
tion, contact the city’s interna
tional relations liaison at
727-551-3250 or e-mail,
ann.wykell@stpete.org.

www.stpetepier.com or 727-631 -6443.

Summer Games, Lakewood High School, 1400 54th Ave. S.

the Science Quiz Show. Free, www.sciencecenterofpinel-

Student
Applications For
Sister City Trip Due
March 14

Call (727) 896-2922

JOB CORP

continuedfrom front page

midtown. It will also be a
critical bridge for hundreds of
youth who will transform
their lives at this Job Corps
site,”
This site was selected
based
on
the
strong
community
support
and
excellent links with state and
local agencies, colleges, the
local school districts and civic

LECTURE

groups. The Job Corps project
is made possible through part
nerships that include Pinellas
County,
City
of
St.
Petersburg, St. Petersburg
College, WorkNet Pinellas,
Pinellas County School Board
and
Pinellas
Technical
Education Centers, BayCare
Health
System
and
Brighthouse Networks.

continuedfrom front page

Miller, Tamara Marshall,
Michael McElroy, Karla
King, Alicia Holden, Ashley
Holden, Oscar Hadley,
Katrina Hicks, and Brittany
Clarke.
In addition to honoring
academic
scholars,
the
Fraternity also solicited young
local
talent within the
community. Adorned in loose
fitting colorful sequined garbs,
the Dundu Dole Urban
African
Ballet
Company
danced to the drumbeats of its
native Africa. In addition to
the spirited performance, 5th
grader Shyann Roberts took to
the stage singing, “Listen”
from the soundtrack Dream girls.
However when it came to
getting down to the business
of restoring the village they
wanted to get someone who
could speak from a first person
account, someone who could
“offer critical, profound, and
objective prospective,” Arcon
John L. Smith said
“I think we can’t underes
timate the ongoing battle of
the slavery experience in the
United States,” said Dr.
Poussaint.
“How many slaves do you
think suffered from posttraumatic stress disorder?” he
asked.
Quiet laughter emerged
from the room as Dr.
Poussaint
offered
further
analysis
of
the
brutal
treatment of black slaves that
were brought over in chains by
boat to a foreign land to work
from sun up to sun down, con
tinually being told that they
were inferior and not good for
anything else.
Dr.
Poussaint
freely
shared his personal experi
ence-counseling people who

suffer from this disorder.
“I’m a psychiatrist and I
see black professionals who
are very successful, who are
dealing with feelings of inferi
ority
internally
because
they’re black,” said Dr.
Poussaint.
“It is the feelings of inferi
ority that parents tend to pass
down from generation to gen
eration,” he commented.
Dr.
Poussaint
also
addressed the rage and anger
that has surfaced among the
youth within the community.
He said that this stems from
what is going on in the village.
He also stated that children are
still being abused, and it is
because of these issues that he
and Bill Cosby dedicated an
entire chapter on parenting in
the book, “Come On People:
On the Path from Victims to
Vrctors.”
Woodson Chairman Arcon
Larry Newsome asked Dr.
Poussaint the top three things
that the village could work on
right away.
While there are many
things that Dr. Poussaint said
could be done, he recommend
ed that children be made to
feel that they are precious and
important, by helping to foster
their growth and development.
He recommended that mentors
needs to become more than
involved with parents in order
to help model appropriate
behavior. He further stated
that parents need to teach fun
damental English and that
parenting classes be a required
course in elementary, middle,
and high schools.
In closing, all of the
Archons were acknowledged.
Sire Naaman W. Johnson
serves as president.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Urban
League’s 17th Annual Black
History Month Essay Awards

Beauty Inside and Out
By Dianne Speights
Independent Beauty Consultant

Beauty Means.. .Self-Confidence

Some of the essay contest winners and their trophies

ST. PETERSBURG - Pinellas
County Urban League’s l7th
Annual Black History Month
Essay Awards ceremony was held
on Saturday, Feb. 16, at the
Hospice of the Florida Suncoast
Auditorium. This year’s guest
speakers were Major Alexis Davis
of the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Office and the Honorable Judge
James Pierce both providing
powerful messages about making
positive choices and the impor
tance of education in your life.
All winners present were
given the opportunity to recite
' their essay. This year’s contest had
an excellent response. There were
327 entries with participants from
13 elementary, nine middle and
five high schools.
The three topics were as
follows: Elementary - “Please
provide information about a little

known black history fact that

school has made a difference for
all Americans?” Middle - “What
is the value of school integra
tion?” High - “In your opinion,
what is the greatest barrier to
racial harmony in America today?” .
Contest winners in the ele
mentary school category were: lst
place, Alexia Singletary of Kings
Highway Elementary (3rd grade);
2nd place, Abbyrose Cyr of Kings
Highway Elementary (4th grade);
and 3rd place, Aaliyah Branch of
Bardmoor Elementary (4th grade).
Middle School winners were:
lst place, Sarah Hou; 2nd place,
Jeanna Martin; and 3rd place,
Brooke King. All three winners
are 7th graders at Carwise Middle
School.
High School winners were:
lst place, Tanya Chadwick (llth
grade); 2nd place, Sarah Kosta
(llth grade); and 3rd place,
Megan Koch (10th grade), all

students at Countryside High
School.
All winners were awarded a
trophy, $100 savings bonds cer
tificates, and restaurant and
department store gift certificates.
Mr.
Gregory
Johnson,
President and CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League, shared
information about the commit
ment of the League to carry out
the mission of the organization.
He thanked the students and
parents for being a very important
part of this essay contest.
Essay
sponsors
were:
AmeriGroup Healthcare, Hospice
of the Florida Suncoast, PinellaS
County PBA, FOP Lodge #43,
Amscot
Corporation,
and
Northern Trust Bank. Food gift
certificates were provided by
PoFolks, Fergs, Panenra Bread
Company, Lee Roy Selmon’s
Restaurants and Chick-Fil-A.

Self-confidence is a quality that’s essential
to how attractive you are and how attractive you
feel.
Self-confidence comes from knowing, and
liking, who you are. It allows you to be yourself,
to hold your own in everything you do.
Having confidence in yourself shows in
your poised self-assurance the way you have of
making everyone around you feel good (because
you feel so good!) It comes from taking pride in
yourself and what you do. Self-confidence is
simply self-esteem, appreciating you and
showing it!
One of the best ways to boost your self-con
fidence is to leam how to enjoy yourself. That
means more than having a good time with
others. It means concentrating on what’s best
about you, and taking on the challenge of
accomplishing what you want to change about
yourself.
Self-confidence also means self-respectrespect for your body, your mind, and your

spirit. That comes from taking good care of you.
Staying healthy so your body functions well.
Staying alert to the world around you to keep
your mind in shape. Staying true to yourself to
keep your spirit wholesome. Respecting who
you are sometimes means standing up for your
beliefs and ideas.
Self-confidence comes from your ability to
concentrate on your self — not in a selfish way,
but in a way that allows you to be aware of both
gifts and shortcomings. If you think positively
about your own strengths, you aren’t tempted to
measure yourself against someone else. Having
self-confidence means recognizing that no one
else is quite like you, and that it is therefore
pointless to compare yourself to others. It
doesn’t mean being blind to your faults. It
means being in touch with your best inner self. It
means trusting yourself, and believing that you
can be the kind of person you wan to be.
Self-confidence is your key to personal
success.
Source: Mary Kay Guide To Beauty

celebrate
being a woman
You love choices! With the latest shades,
anti-aging skin care and great gift ideas,
I can show you beautiful products suited
just for you. Call me today to find more ways
to look good and feel great!
Dianne Speights
Independent Beauty Consultant
www. m ary kay. com/dspeights

(727) 866-6621
(727) 896-6556

Naaman Johnson

represents

CROWN
EUROCARS—

Mercedes-Benz

Naaman Johnson, represents Mercedes-Benz at Crown
gfiuro^s. Naaman is a familiar name in.the luxury
European automobile circles and is an outstanding
I representation of Crown Eurocars and the customer
;''WaBtamW^jOk§SQjnvite:all his friends, ciientsand

pEUROCARS

those who wouId like a M ercedez Benz purchase -'
experience "unlike any othgr”^,
= to stop by and say helio. ;

Ju&tecoft&zecia&one of the

Direct (727)329-3036
e-mail njohnson@crowncars.com

Mercedes-Benz “Best of the Best”
Retailer Award Winners' for 2002-2004-2006

6001 34th Street N., St. Petersburg •

(727)527-5731

St Petersburg Theological Seminary
x/fkarfow

■MMN, _

TkeVisiotf
An Institution Of Higher
Learning Committed To

This man sent

2,761

Preparing Men & Women To

KIDS TO COLLEGE.

Communicate Clearly The
Claims Of The Older And
Newer Covenants For The
Modern World

Florida Lottery retailers are vital to our support of education.
students to Florida colleges on Bright Futures Scholarships;
contributed more than $18 Billion to education statewide; and
helped build, renovate and maintain 780 public schools. We

Visit flalottery.com to leam how we’re supporting education in your county

•Doctor Of Ministry
• Master Of Divinity
• Master Of Rabbinic Studies

Thanks to them, we’ve sent more than 350,000 high school

couldn’t do it without you, our players. When you play, we all win.

Programs Offered:

Florida Lottery^
© 2006 Florida Loiter;

A Place Where
One's Natural
Gifts Can
Blossom Into
God's Glory

10830 Navajo Drive
St. Petersburg, FL 33708

727-399-0276
ww.sptseminary.edu
registrar@sptseminary.edu

• M.A. In Biblical Studies
• M.A. in Counseling
•JIA. In Judaic Studies
• MA In Missiology/Evmgeiism/Youth Ministry
• M. A. In Pastoral Counseling
• M.S.b Educational Ministries
• M.S. ta Religious Teacher Education
• MS ta Teacher Education
• Bachelor Of Aits Degree Completion
• Certificate ta Religious Education

Accredited by The Trans-National Association Of Christian Colleges.
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ENTERTAINMENT
WBTT Scores
Again With “A
Soldier’s Play”
When I was requested to
review the Westcoast Black
Theater Troupe’s presentation
of “A Soldier’s Play,” I didn’t
realize that it was the same story
as the mid-l980s movie titled
“A Soldier’s Story.” I remember
admiring the performance of a
fairly new black actor on
the Hollywood scene named
Howard E. Rollins Jr., who
played the featured role of the
army’s investigator and military
lawyer,
Captain
Richard
Davenport.
I also watched Rollins in the
1979 miniseries “Roots: The
Next Generation.” He went on
to star as Virgil Tibbs on the
long-running TV adaptation of
“In the Heat of the Night,” and
his final performance was in a
film entitled “Drunks.” He died
on Dec. 8, 1997 from complica
tions of lymphoid disease.
Many of you will remember
the movie “A Soldier’s Story,”
and its major subject matter.
Written by Charles Fuller, it
earned Pulitzer Prize honors in
1982. “A Soldier’s Play” takes
place in the year 1944 at Fort
Neal, La. It is a conscience
riveting and dramatic “Who
Dunnit?” The play opens with a
dramatic scene of drunken
Sergeant Vernon C. Waters;
cleverly played by Summer Hill
Seven, crawling along a dark
and lonely country road trying
to get back to the army base.
The

audience

views

the

sergeant’s murder. We see a
hand holding a revolver, and
then, we watch and listen to two
extremely loud gunshots several
seconds apart preparing us for
an exciting evening of first-rate
entertainment.

We find that the command
ing officer of the base has
solicited a confident and tough,
dark-sunglasses wearing
Howard Law School graduate to
investigate the murder, Captain
Davenport. At the outset and for
a long while, the white people in
the area, specifically the Ku
Klux Klan are suspected.
However, we leam more about
the reputation of the deceased
sergeant in flashbacks. We
discover that the sergeant was
extremely unpopular with his
subordinates, treated callously
by his superiors, and at the end
we leam that he didn’t like or
respect himself. As he says in
his drunken stupor to two white
officers, who beat him unmerci
fully for being arrogant and dis
respectful, “I hate you, I hate
myself... look what you did to
me.”
Dealing with a most unco
operative chain of command
and black troops who are fearful
of
repercussions,
Captain
Davenport is given three days to
uncover the truth and determine
who murdered Sergeant Waters.
Note that in the movie version,
Sergeant Waters’ role was
played by the great black actor,
Adolph Caesar. For his part, in
1985 he received an Oscar nom
ination for Best Actor in a
Supporting Role.
Fitting like a glove into
Rollins’ role as the tough
Captain Davenport, Don Laurin
Johnson, an actor new to
Sarasota audiences held his own
throughout the entire perform
ance. Some of my other favorite
WBTT actors came forth with
notable performances by Nate
Jacobs, WBTT founder and

> TWALSADIUM
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artistic director who portrayed a
most believable Private Wilkie.
Props are also extended to
Martin Taylor as Private CJ
Memphis, the blues playing
guitarist who commits suicide
after Sergeant Waters wrongly
imprison him in the army
stockade. Will Dalton, who
appeared in the WBTT’s pres
entation of “Nobody: The Bert
Williams Story” plays the role
of stubborn and feisty Private
First Class Melvin Peterson.
The play ends with a sur
prising finish. Once you’re
absorbed in the play, it all
becomes reality-like. Hats off
to the cast members.
There is still time to see the
play by visiting the Historic

Asolo Theater, inside the
pavilion of the John and Mable
Ringling Museum at 5401
Bayshore Road in Sarasota.
Final performance will be on
Sat., March 1. Call 941-3589228 for information.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear
from YOU! You may visit my
website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at JazzJamm@aolcom.
You may also mail your letters
to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly Challenger, 2500
ML King St., S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33705.

Sickle Cell Disease Association
...... .gj^Omerica
ot. Petersburg Chapter

JfflL
R R BI 0 0.
Fit SieUt

SICKLE CELL
DINNER AND JAZZ
EXTRAVAGANZA
Sunday, March 9,2008
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
(Dinner 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.)

Hilton St. Petersburg
333 First Street South
Tickets $40Twh?
727-896-2355 • 727-327-3154
Co-Sponsor
stpetersburg

City of St. Petersburg

www.xtpats.era

United in song, and in
pursuit of new choir robes.
For every member of your group who opens a checking account with SunTrust, we’ll donate
$100 to the qualified non-profit organization of your choice.
Simply open your SunTrust checking account, accept and make any purchase with your new
SunTrust Visa® Check Card, and submit a completed redemption form. SunTrust will then donate
$100 in your name to the cause of your choice, which means you and likeminded friends can
make something very special happen. If your cause is a little more personal, you can get a
$50 SunTrust Visa® Gift Card instead.
SunTrust also offers SunPoints for Charity,an ongoing rewards program that lets you keep
supporting your favorite cause by turning everyday banking into everyday giving.

ii
Seize the opportunity to do something great. Visit your local SunTrust branch,

Saturday, Ma
8 p.m., Tickets $20

call 800.485.8982, or visit suntrust.com/mycause for complete details.

SunTrust

2/28 1st Annual African Cultural Showcase
2/29 Magic of Ireland
KE. . .

. nil I . J I BOX OFFICE (7271822-3590

PA L L A UI U M

WWW.MYPALLADIUM.ORG

ST PETERSBURG COLLEGE I 253 FIFTH AVE. N., ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701

MFDIA SPONSOR

OLYMPIAN SUPPORTORS Gus & Frances Stavros, Hough Family

*

Seeing beyond money
Open a new SunTrust personal or business checking account from January 22 through March 29, 2008, accept and make a purchase with your SunTrust Visa
Check Card by May 15, 2008 and submit a redemption form by May 15, 2008, to be eligible to either donate $100 to the charity of your choice or receive a $50
Visa Gift Card. Charity must be an IRS recognized 501(c)(3). Charity listing provided at suntrust.com/mycause. Account must be in good standing at the time
incentive is paid. Xtt incentives will be mailed by June 30,2008. Offer subject to withdrawal at any time.
The Visa Gift Card is accepted everywhere in the United States the Visa Debit Card is accepted.

Xm,.,*.-.

Foundation, Mark& Marianne Mahaffey, Progress Energy, RBC Dain

SunTrust Bank. Member FDIC. ©2008, SunTrust Banks, Ine. SunTrust and Seeing beyond money are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.

UltmCS

Rauscher, Sembler Company, St. Petersburg Times, Ray and Nancy Murray.

SuriPoints fer Charity is a service mark of SunTrust Banks, Inc.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Tiger Wins Match Play To Sweep World
Titles And Win Fifth Straight Tournament

Tiger Woods

BY DOUG FERGUSON
MARANA, Ariz. (AP) Even in another landslide
victory, Tiger Woods conceded
nothing.
He already was 8 up with
nine holes to play and headed
for the record books at the
Accenture Match Play
Championship when Stewart
Cink finally got his moment in
the high desert, holing a 36-foot
eagle putt, pumping his fist in
mock celebration.
Then he stood to the side of
the green as Woods faced an
eagle putt from the same line,
about a foot closer.
“I told my caddie before he
hit it that it was going in,” Cink
said. “He doesn't like to be
upstaged in any way.”
Alas, this putt spun around
the lip and stayed out. Having
raised his putter over his head,
Woods cringed and let the club
fall through his finger, and both
players laughed and tapped fists.
It was that moment Sunday
at Dove Mountain that illustrated
where Woods is on the world
stage of golf.
His expectations have never
been higher.
His, game has never been

stronger.
Woods closed out Cink on
the next hole with a wedge that
climbed over a bunker and spun
back to 2 feet, his l4th birdie in
29 holes in his 8-and-7 victory,
the largest margin in the lO-year
history of the tournament.
It was his 63rd career
victory, moving him past Arnold
Palmer into fourth place alone
on the PGA Tour's career list.
He won for the 15th time in
these World Golf Championships,

earning more money in 26 starts
than Tom Lehman has earned in
438 starts in his PGA Tour
career.
“It says about the same thing
that just about any other stat you
can pull up of him says,” Cink
said. “It says he's the best that's
ever played. I don't know what
else to say about that.”
Each victory moves him
closer to the game's greatest
players. Ben Hogan is next on
the list with 64 victories, then
Jack Nicklaus at 73 and Sam
Snead at the top with 82.
Snead is safe. Woods plays
no more than 17 times a year, so
even if he runs the tables, he
can't catch him this year. The
thought of a perfect season is
laughable, of course, except that
Woods didn't smile when
someone asked him if he could
win them all.
“That's my intent,” he said.
“That's why you play. It you
don't believe you can win an
event, don't show up.”
This was his fourth straight
PGA
Torn"
victory,
fifth

worldwide. When he arrives at
the Arnold Palmer Invitational
for his next start, it will have
been six months he last entered a
tournament without winning.
“I think this is the best
stretch I've ever played,” Woods
said.
Match Play might have been
the biggest hurdle.
Woods considers it the
toughest tournament to win this
side of a major, which might
explain why his record (3-for-9)
is nowhere near his mark in the
other World Golf Championships.

He is 6-for-9 at the Bridgestone
Invitational, 6-for-8 in the CA
Championship.
And while he pummeled
Cink in the 36-hole final, even
Woods knows he was lucky to
get this far.
Remember, he was 3 down
with five holes to play against
J.B. Holmes in the opening
round Wednesday, on a course
that favors power against a
player who hit the ball farther,
when Woods won four straight
holes with three birdies and a 35foot eagle, the signature putt
over five days at Dove
Mountain.
Two days later, Aaron
Baddeley had him on the ropes.
The Australian had a lO-foot
birdie to win on the 18th hole, a
l2-foot eagle to win on the 19th
hole, and he missed them both.
Woods won on the 20th hole
with a birdie.
Defending champion Henrik
Stenson was tied with Woods
with two holes to play until the

world's No. 1 player made
birdie.
“I played 117 holes this
week,” Woods said. “I could
have easily played 16 and then
been home. That's the fickleness
of match play.”
But in those 117 holes, he
managed 47 birdies and two
eagles.
The hard part was getting to
the finals. Once the round began
Sunday morning in the crisp air
north of Tucson, Woods settled
into his role as a world-beater.
He won five of the first 11 holes
and took a 4-up lead into the
afternoon round.
Then he ran off three straight
birdies, and the rout was on.
‘Tm a little disappointed I
didn't throw a little more at Tiger,
put some pressure on him,” Cink
said. “It wasn't that close a
match. I think that needs no
further explanation.” 4
It was that last match that
was next to impossible.
“He just has such a strong
sense of believe in himself that
he's just never out of it,” Cink
said. “He's always in control. He
never loses his composure. And
he doesn't very often throw away
a shot. If your opponent is not
ever really opening the door,
then you've got to do something
spectacular. And I didn't.”
Cink made Woods sound
like a machine.
“I think maybe we ought to
slice him open to see what's
inside,” Cink said. “Maybe nuts
and bolts.”

Edwards Outduels Reigning NASCAR
Champion To Win In California

Carl Edwards

BY MIKE HARRIS
FONTANA, Calif. (AP) Carl Edwards won the raindelayed Auto Club 500 on
Monday, charging past NASCAR
Sprint Cup champion Jimmie
Johnson with 13 laps remaining.
Johnson, winner of the past
two Cup titles, came out of the
final pit stop in the lead with 26
laps left. But Edwards surged
from third to capture the eighth
victory ofhis career.
Edwards showed good form
on his traditional victory backflip
in front of the main grandstand
after taking the checkered flag in
a race that ended under caution
when Dale Jarrett spun on the
final lap.
Edwards had it all but
wrapped up at that point, driving
his Roush Fenway Racing No. 99
Ford to a lead of more than four
seconds over Johnson. It was his

first victory at Fontana but his
seventh top-10 finish in eight
starts at Auto Club Speedway,
formerly known as California
Speedway.
“Well, it looked like Jimmie
was the guy to beat at the end,”
Edwards said. “It was fun racing
with him. I want to thank Bob
(Osborne, the crew chief) and all
my teammates for working so
hard this winter.”
Jeff Gordon, who dominated
Sunday's racing, was third. He
was followed by Kyle Busch and
Roush's Matt Kenseth, who had
won the two previous February
races at this track. Another Roush
driver, Greg Biffle, won this event
in 2005.
The Roush Fenway team got
off to a slow start with
NASCAR's new Car ofTomorrow
that was introduced with a 16race schedule in 2007. It was
Johnson, Gordon and their
Hendrick Motorsports teammates
that dominated the CoT race last
year.
But, with the new car running
the full schedule this season, it
appears Roush Fenway has
figured it out.
Edwards went into the final
round of pit stops under caution

on lap 221 while leading. He
came out behind Johnson,
Gordon and Roush Fenway
teammate Jamie McMurray.
He quickly passed
McMurray after the green flag
waved for the start of lap 225 and
set out after the leaders, passing
Gordon for second on lap 233 and
moving alongside Johnson's No.
48 Chevrolet on lap 236.
They stayed side-by-side for
almost two laps before Edwards
nosed ahead and then began to
pull away.
“Carl Edwards was in
another league. We've got some
work to do to catch those guys,”
said Gordon, whose engine blew
seconds before the last of 12
caution flags in the race froze the
field and assured his third-place
finish.
Gordon, a four-time Cup
champion, and teammate
Johnson, who finished 1-2 in
points last year, got off to a tough
start last week at Daytona. They
finished 39th and 27th.
“It's a good rebound from
Daytona and we'll roll on,” said
Johnson, who won 10 races last
season. “I was too loose off the
comers to do anything with Carl.”
Johnson said the new car

performed well on the two-mile
oval at the track formerly known
as California Speedway.
“Maybe another practice
session would have helped,”
Johnson added, referring to all the
track time lost to rain Friday and
Saturday. “I think it would have
helped the whole field.”
About 25,000 fans, far short
of the approximate 120,000
capacity, showed up Monday,
with the sun peeking out from
high clouds and temperatures
moving into the high 60s.
The drivers spent most of
Sunday waiting through rain,
track drying and attempts to stop
water seeping through seams of
the track. The race finally began
about 21/2 hours late, followed by
a rain delay of just more than an
hour and then a five-hour wait
after a downpour. NASCAR and
track officials finally gave up
after 11 p.m. and postponed the
conclusion until Monday.
Accidents during Sunday's
87 laps involved Dale Earnhardt
Jr., Casey Mears, Sam Homish
Jr., Reed Sorenson and Denny
Hamlin. Only Mears and Homish
were unable to get back into the
action.

AP TOP 25 BASKETBALL
1. Tennessee (69) 25-2
2. Memphis 26-1
3. North Carolina (2)26-2
4. UCLA (1) 24-3J
5. Texas 23-4
6. Kansas 24-3^4
7. Duke 23-3
8. Stanford 22-4
9. Xavier 24-4 1 >
10. Wisconsin 23-4 1
11. Georgetown 22-4
12. Indiana 23-4
13. Louisville 22-6

14. Butler 25-3
15. Connecticut 21-6
16. Purdue 21-6
17. Notre Dame 21-5
18. Vanderbilt 23-4
19. MichiganState 22-5
20. Drake 24-3
21. Marquette 20-6
22. Washington State 21-6
23. Kent State 23-5
24. Gonzaga 21-6
25. Saint Mary's 23-4

NBA TRIVIA OF THE WEEK
Who holds the NBA record
for steals in a career?
Hint: Had 20 or more assists
34 times in his career.
Last Week’s Answer:
Kerry Kittles With 158
See Sports Page Next Week For The Answer!!

Tampa Bay Rays
Have Internal
Discussions About
Barry Bonds

Barry Bonds

BY FRED GOODALL
ST.PETERSBURG - (AP)The Tampa Bay Rays have had
internal discussions about the
prospect of pursuing Barry
Bonds.
Manager Joe Maddon said
Monday he knew “little” about
what was going on, but acknowl
edged some thought has been
given to the career home-run
leader.
“A minor discussion was
thrown out there a little bit, and
it's really not gone any further
than that,” Maddon said after
Monday's workout at the team's
spring training facility. “That's all
it is right now.”
The St. Petersburg Times
reported in Monday's editions
that team officials have conferred
among themselves about Bonds
and other veteran unsigned free

agents, such as Kenny Lofton
and Mike Piazza. Andrew
Friedman, Rays vice president of
baseball operations, called the
report a “non-story.”
Bonds, who broke Henry
Aaron's career home run record
last summer, has pleaded not
guilty to peijury and obstruction
ofjustice charges stemming from
testimony to a federal grand jury
in 2003 in which he said he never
knowingly used performance
enhancing drugs.
Maddon shrugged off a
question about how Bonds might
fit in with the Rays if the team
decided to pursue him and ulti
mately added him to the roster.
“It's hard to conjecture ... I
don't know this man. I only know
what I read, and I'm very much
open to meeting people and
drawing my own conclusions
about people. I don't necessarily
believe everything that I read,”
Maddon said.
“For me to create conjecture
of what it's going to be like, I
really don't want to go there right
now ... So many things are going
good right now. If I have to face
those moments, I'll do it at the
appropriate time. But for right
now, it's really about nothing.”

Dorsey Prepares
For Scrutiny That
Comes With Top
Draft Prospect

Glenn Dorsey

BY RACHEL COHEN
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) Glenn Dorsey was at the hospital
from about 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
on Saturday, getting poked and
prodded as NFL teams checked
out players' health at the annual
scouting combine.
“MRIs, CT scans, every
thing,” Dorsey recalled. “There's
things from high school they
want to check out.”
A day later, the defensive
tackle from LSU got poked and
prodded by a swarm of media
asking if any lingering injuries
will affect his status as one of the
top picks in April's draft.
Dorsey pronounced himself
healthy. He's not participating in
any drills at the combine,

choosing to wait until LSU's Pro
Day on March 26. He said it's
because he missed training time
after the death ofhis grandmoth
er.
Dorsey fractured his right
tibia before his junior season but
played through it. He also played
through a sprained right knee
this past season.
“There's no health concerns
to my knowledge,” he said. “I
haven't missed a game since I've
been at LSU. Everybody gets
nicked up.”
Dorsey added, “None of the
teams have come to me about
injuries at all. I guess we'll have
to see.”
He chuckled about rumors
that he wasn't attending the
combine and said he's prepared
for the scrutiny that comes with
being one of the top prospects in
the draft.
“I'm
never
surprised,”
Dorsey said. “I try to set myself
up to hear wild things.
Sometimes, I just wonder where
they get it from.”

Zach Thomas
Heads To Texas,
Deal With Cowboys
BY STEPHEN HAWKINS
DALLAS - Linebacker Zach
Thomas is headed home to Texas
to play for the Dallas Cowboys in
the state where he was a high
school and college standout
before 12 seasons with the Miami
Dolphins.
Thomas has reached an

agreement on a one-year,
$3 million deal with the
Cowboys, agent Drew
Rosenhaus confirmed Saturday
night. Thomas, a seven-time Pro
Bowler who missed much of last
season because of concussions
and migraines, has already taken
a physical for the Cowboys.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28,2008

STATE NEWS
Attorney General McCollum
Warns About Credit Repair
Scams, Sues Two Fraudulent
Debt Negotiation Companies
TALLAHASSEE
Attorney
General
Bill
McCollum issued a consumer
advisory warning Floridians
about the increasing number of
credit repair scams and simul
taneously announced that his
office’s Economic Crimes
Division has
filed two
lawsuits,
one
against
a
Broward County attorney and
one against a Clay County
couple. The lawsuits allege the
Broward attorney deceptively
marketed misleading debt
management services and the
Clay County couple charged
egregious fees for debt negoti
ation services that were never
provided.
“Consumers
who
are
trying to reduce or eliminate
debt are working toward an
admirable goal and it is uncon
scionable to take advantage of
these efforts,” said Attorney
General McCollum. “Florida
citizens should always be wary
of companies or individuals
who are making unreasonable
promises or demands, either to
restore credit or reduce debt.”
Laura L. Hess of Coral
Springs, her Broward County
law firm and two Other
Florida-based companies she
controls are named in the first
lawsuit, which states Hess
allegedly signed thousands of
credit card debtors up for debt
management
services,
claiming the law firm would
provide legal services to cancel
debts for pennies on the dollar.
Representatives
of
Hess
allegedly told consumers that
the companies had audited the
consumers’
accounts
and
found numerous violations
under the Fair Credit Billing
Act, then sent notices to
creditors disputing all charges.
Consumers were falsely told
that once these notices were
issued, the consumers did not
have to pay creditors and
creditors could not sue or
otherwise take action against
them. The Attorney General’s
lawsuit
alleges
Hess’s
deception led to lawsuits and
other actions against several

debtors.
her Social Security number
The second lawsuit, filed when applying for credit. This
in Clay County Circuit Court, practice, known as file segre
alleges John J. Hacker and gation, is a federal crime.
Christa L. Caparella, operating
To avoid these and other
as United Debt Solutions,
credit repair scams, Attorney
promised consumers that they General McCollum offered the
could reduce their debts by 50
following tips for consumers
percent or more and demanded who may be considering credit
fees that greatly exceeded legal repair services:
limits for debt negotiators.
• Contact creditors if
According to the lawsuit,
scheduled payments will be
Hacker and Caparella instruct missed and ask local credit
ed customers to stop paying counseling services to develop
creditors and instead divert payment
plans.
These
what they would have paid to nonprofit groups offer credit
the couple. Instead of contact guidance to consumers and
ing creditors to negotiate debt their services are available at
reductions, the lawsuit alleges little or no cost. Your
the two simply pocketed the
employer, credit union, or
money. Requests for refunds housing authority may also
were ignored and when their offer other no-cost credit coun
business ran short on funds,
seling programs.
Hacker and Caparella debited
• Request a copy of your
their customers’
accounts
credit report and review it for
without
permission.
The mistakes. You are entitled to a
Attorney General’s Office has
free copy of your credit report
received nearly 100 com if you’ve been denied credit,
plaints about the pair from all insurance or employment and
over the United States.
request the report within 60
The Attorney General days of notice, or if you can
reminds consumers that they prove that (1) you’re unem
are entitled to one free credit ployed and plan to look for a
report every 12 months, job within 60 days, (2) you’re
available at www.annualcredon welfare, or (3) your report is
itreport.com/cra/index.jsp, and inaccurate because of fraud.
should beware of companies
Otherwise, the credit bureaus
that offer quick solutions for may charge you a small fee for
clearing bad credit. Credit a copy of your credit report.
repair companies claiming
• If there are mistakes on
they can remove negative your credit report, contact the
information from a credit credit bureau and request a
report are not being honest.
dispute form. Submit the form
Accurate information within with as much information as
seven years of the reporting possible about the inaccurate
period, or 10 years if the infor information. The bureau must
mation relates to a bankruptcy,
reinvestigate the matter and
cannot be erased from a credit delete or correct any informa
report. The only information tion which they are unable to
that can be changed are items verify. If the dispute still exists,
that are actually wrong or are consumers can file a written
after the reporting date.
explanation which must be
Some
credit
repair included in the credit report.
schemes offer to “hide” bad
• Contact the Attorney
credit by helping consumers
General’s Office at 1-866-966establish a new credit identity.
7226
or
online
at
The company may direct the www.myfloridalegal.com to
consumer to apply for determine if there are com
an Employer Identification plaints or legal actions
Number (EIN) from the pending against the company
Internal Revenue Service, and you are considering.
to use the EIN in place ofhis or

FAMU

We give thanks to those
hundreds of giants who have
allowed for us to stand on their
great and mighty shoulders for
years upon years,” Gillum
said.
Gillum spoke to an
audience of students, alumni,
faculty, staff, retirees and con
stituents about the importance
of belonging to “this academy
of higher learning,” and the
responsibilities it entails.
“Students, you are not
plagued with the past troubles
that your parents, grandpar
ents, aunts and uncles were
faced,” Gillum said. “But it is
daunting to step up to a college
student and find out that they
feel they have no sense of
responsibility.”
Gillum
said
students
should understand they have
the responsibility to aid our
youth, so that, one day, they
too can be in the positions that
students are in.
“Students, if you don’t do

continuedfrom front page
Monique explained that
rather than read her brother’s
biography, or a list of accom
plishments she would tell
listeners about the real
Andrew.
“This man, this man that is
here before you has come a
long way,” she said. “This is
the same man whose teachers
told our parents he needed to
be placed in remedial classes
because he couldn’t function in
a regular environment. But that
didn’t stop him, Andrew
allowed for others uncertain
ties to propel him to the top.”
The audience roared with
excitement as brother and
sister embraced each other and
Andrew Gillum stood proudly
at the podium. Facing the
crowded gym full of cheers
and smiles, Andrew Gillum
spoke gently, yet solidly.
“Today we give thanks.

it, then no one else will,”
explained Gillum. “So many
times people wonder why
these institutions of higher
learning, why these HBCUs
are located in underprivileged
communities. I’ll tell you why.
It’s because we are responsible
for reaching out to these com
munities and providing our
services, so that one day these
people can get out of these
communities, then come back
and help them to flourish once
again.”
Gillum challenged the
audience in the gym to
volunteer for one hour a week
at a local school. ;
“I’m a product of how
awesome mentorship truly is,”
Gillum said before asking the
audience to send him an email
if they were interested in vol
unteering.
After giving out his email
address, Gillum was presented
with the President’s Award.

NATIONAL NEWS
Clinton Defends Former
President On Racial Issues,
Calls For Unity
BY BETH FOUHY
NEW ORLEANS (AP) Hillary
Rodham
Clinton
strongly
defended
her
husband’s record on civil rights
Saturday at a forum in which
she acknowledged “painful
moments” in a presidential
contest pitting the first woman
candidate against a pioneering
black contender.
At the annual State of the
Black Union conference hosted
by PBS’s Tavis Smiley, Clinton
pushed back hard on the notion
that Bill Clinton had inflamed
racial tensions while campaign
ing for her in the run-up to
South Carolina’s primary last
month.
The former president once so popular among black
voters he was dubbed the first
black president by novelist Toni
Morrison - harshly criticized
Obama in South Carolina,
producing a backlash among
blacks that helped lead to his
wife’s crushing defeat there.
After that primary, the
former president angered many
by suggesting Obama had won
the state simply because he was
a black candidate campaigning
in a state with a large number of
black voters.
Since then,
Clinton has badly lost the black
vote to Obama in every primary
or
caucus
including
Louisiana’s earlier this month.
Obama won Louisiana’s
primary by a margin of 57
percent to 36 percent - one of 11
straight victories over Clinton
since Super Tuesday Feb. 5.
Questioned by Smiley about
her husband’s efforts in South
Carolina, the former first lady
said many of the 5,000 people
attending Saturday’s conference
were personally acquainted with
the former president and that
they “know his heart.”
She noted that the former
president issued a formal
apology for slavery and ticked
through many of his other

Hillary Rodham Clinton

efforts to heal the racial divide.
“My husband mended, so as
to avoid ending, affirmative
action. My husband had in his
White House, Cabinet, and his
administration, many of you I
see here,” she said. “We know
that when he was president, we
had a rising tide and we lifted
more people out of poverty than
at any time in America’s recent
history.”
But, she added, “If anyone
was offended by anything that
was said - whether it Was meant
or not, misinterpreted or not obviously I regret that.”
In her remarks, Clinton
acknowledged
the
historic
nature of her campaign against
Obama and praised “all who
struggled, sacrificed and risked
everything so Senator Obama
and I could be where we are
today.” But she said the
campaign had also forced
difficult choices for many
voters.
“This campaign has taken
all of us into uncharted territory

as a party, as a nation, as indi
viduals. And yes, I think we can
be both proud and grateful that
we are breaking barriers and
changing history for the good,”
Clinton said. “But there have
been some painful moments,
too.”
She added, “Those of us
who fought together for decades
to right wrongs and break
barriers cannot let differences in
our choice of who should be
elected undermine our funda
mental unity to change the
course of this country.”
Clinton was the only presi
dential candidate of either party
to accept Smiley’s invitation to
speak at the event. Obama
declined, saying he needed to
campaign through Ohio and
Texas before both states’
primaries March 4. Clinton has
pinned the fiiture of her
campaign on winning Ohio and
Texas, but stepped off the
campaign trail after morning
events in Ohio to attend the con
ference.

FHA Reaching Out To 850,000
At-Risk Homeowners
WASHINGTON, D. C. Beginning this week, HUD’s
Federal Housing Administration
is
mailing
hundreds
of
thousands of letters to at-risk
homeowners who need a more
affordable alternative to the
high-cost mortgages they are
currently paying.
The first
round of 280,000 letters was
sent this week with another
570,000 letters to be sent
through September 2008.
“For hundreds of thousands
of families, this letter might be
the most important piece of mail
they receive all year,” said HUD
Secretary Alphonso Jackson.
“Not only could this information
keep a roof over their heads, it
could provide them with
financial
sustainability and
security for the long term. Our

aggressive outreach will ensure
families are educated about the
safe mortgage alternative that
FHA offers.”
These letters are being sent
to homeowners who have
already faced or are experienc
ing the first reset of their
adjustable rate mortgages, and
live within geographic locations
that are currently subject to FHA
loan
limits
nationwide.
Currently, FHA can insure home
loans valued between $200,160
and $362,790. Bipartisan legis
lation has passed both the U.S.
Senate and U.S. House of
Representatives that would
increase the loan limits,
allowing FHA to insure bigger
mortgages in high-cost states.
Once this bill is reconciled and
signed by President Bush,

approximately 250,000 more
families could be helped this
year at no cost to the taxpayer.
FHA-insured
loans
are
backed by the full faith and
credit of the government, which
typically allows lenders to offer
mortgage products at a lower,
more affordable interest rate.
More than 90 percent of FHAbacked mortgages are 30-year,
fixed rate products. FHA also
provides a one-of-a-kind loss
mitigation program that helps
protect borrowers against fore
closure. Finally, FHASecure,
which allows borrowers who are
current and delinquent on their
loans to refinance with the FHA,
is saving tens of thousands of
families on average $400 a
month compared to their exotic
subprime loans.

Voter Registration Deadlines
A Reminder From Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections Deborah Clark

Deadline to register for August 26, 2008 Primary is July 28. 2008

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM
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Deadline to register for November 4,2008 General Election is October 6. 2008
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OBITUARIES
“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
low you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

tn

SMITH os

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Kenneth D. Thomas

Deloris Brown

Lillian B. Grace

William D. Clark

Kenneth D. Thomas was bom
to Timothy Williams and Leatrice
Lyons in St. Petersburg on
October 24, 1960. He departed
this life on Monday, February 4,
2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories:
mother,
Leatrice
Lyons of St. Petersburg; father,
Timothy
Williams
of
St.
Petersburg;
two
sisters,
Calvemette
Wesley (Eddie)
Of St. Petersburg and Brenda
Boswell (Eddie) of Riverdale,
GA; three brothers, Ray Thomas,
Curtis Thomas and Gregory
Thomas (Geraldine), all of St.
Petersburg; paternal grandmoth
er, Marie Williams; six aunts, two
uncles, three nieces, three
nephews; and a host of cousins,
other relatives and loving friends.

Deloris Brown was bom to
the late Eddie B. Reed Sr. and
Flora Reed in St. Petersburg on
September 21,
1934.
She
departed this life on Friday,
February 1,2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories:
daughters,
Lena
Jones, Florene Baker and
Jacqueline Moore; sons, Carl
Walker,
James Walker Jr.
(Nancy), Andrew Walker and
Steven Walker of Lakeland, FL;
brother, Herman Reed; sisters,
Doretha Reed and Helen Reed;
special nephew, Jimmy Williams;
and a host of grandchildren,
nieces, nephews, cousins, other
relatives and sorrowing friends.

Lillian B. Grace was bom to
the late Flora B. Bush Grimes and
James Grimes in Marshallville,
Georgia on July 19, 1923. She
departed this life on February 1,
2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: sons, Rev. Johnnie B.
Johnson (Min. Janice Johnson)
and Emmitt Grace Jr.; daughters,
Rutha Killings (Henry), Barbara
J. Grace and Carolyn Harris
(Earl); twenty grandchildren,
forty great-grandchildren, ten
great-great grandchildren; dear
friend and sister, Louise Odom;
and a host of nieces, nephews,
friends and neighbors.

William D. Clark “Sonny”
was bom to the late Dave and
Vera Clark in Detroit, Michigan
on July 2, 1954. He departed this
life on February 3, 2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories, wife, Rita Clark; two
children, Herrar and Keisha
Clark; brother, Leroy Bentley
(Bernice); cousin, Aaron; aunt,
Amanda; special friend, Darja;
and a host of family and friends.
CREAL FUNERAL HOME

SMITH FUNERAL HOME
SMITH FUNERAL HOME

SMITH FUNERAL HOME

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...
Anchored in Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industry.
Consider us first for all ot your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalized to your family needs.

CALVARY

“Upholding a tradition ofservice from ourfamily to yours”

CATHOLIC

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

CEMETERY

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South ♦ St. Petersburg, FL 33705

www.smithfliinc.com

I*3*4

a

Burial Spaces

. Independent
Found Directors
ofFlorida

New Edition
]o
Obituary Section

$990

Creal Funeral
Home

Pre-need

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Interest-free
financing
available

State Approved Pre-Funeral

11801-U.S. 19 N.

Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

Place Your
Funeral
Announcement

* In Memorium

Clearwater, FL

727-572-4355

&

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

to the Community for
Entrusting Our Family to Serve Your Family with

10 Years of Service
|

Professional Staff Providing Services with Integrity,
Memorials, Shipping Service, Cremation Services,
Spacious and Private Viewing Parlors,
Pre-Arrangements, Cemetery Property,
Umousine Service, DVD Presentations,
T-Shirts, After-Care, Headmarkers,
Ums, Notary, Floral Designs,
Video and Photography Services.

* Thank You

In
The Weekly
Challenger

Call Today For

and He shall direct thy paths.” Proverbs 3:5,6

Zion Hill Mortuary
“The Soldiers of Service’’
1700 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Phone (727) 328-0466 • Fax (727) 323-0701
www.zionhillmortuary.com

Willie Bell Cotney was bom
to Sid Thomas and Mattie McCall
Thomas in Parrish, Florida on
July 1924. She departed this life
on January 28, 2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: one beloved daughter,
Olivia Wilson of St. Petersburg;
one special son, Leroy Williams;
one brother, Freddie Thomas of
Ft. Lauderdale, FL; ten grandchil
dren, twenty-nine great-grand
children,
twenty
great-great
grandchildren; special niece,
Beatrice
Williams
of
St.
Petersburg; three sisters-in-law;
and a host of nieces, nephews and
friends.

Andrew Deleon Milton Jr.
was bom to the late Mr. and Mrs.
Andrew Milton Sr. in St.
Petersburg on March 16, 1958.
He departed this life on Thursday,
January 31,2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: loving wife, Nobie
Milton; two daughters, Kimberly
Bland (Cornelius) and Lachandra
Milton; one son, Andrew Milton,
IH; one sister, Sheryl Page; nine
sisters-in-law; four brothers-inlaw, one aunt, Gwen Oliver of
Augusts, GA; and a. host of
nieces, nephews, cousins, other
relatives and loving friends.
CREAL FUNERAL HOME

the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine

own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him,

Andrew Deleon
Milton Jr.

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

These and many other services can be provided
with efficiency and at affordable prices.
I Trust in

Willie Bell Cotney

Special Rates

727-896-2922
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CELEBRATING OUR HISTORY
The song “We Shall Overcome” takes its text from Charles Tindley’s 1900 gospel “I’ll Overcome Some Day.”
Sung during a strike by workers of the Negro Food and Tobacco Union in Charleston, S.C.,
in 1945, the song circulated quickly to union gatherings throughout the country.
In the 1960s it became the unofficial anthem of the civil rights movement.

“WE SHALL OVERCOME”
We shall overcome, we shall overcome
We shall overcome some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome some day^

We’re on to victory, we’re on to victory
We’re on to victory some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We’re on to victory some day

The Lord will see us through,
the Lord will see us through
The lord will see us through some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
The Lord will see us some day

We’ll walk hand in hand,
we’ll walk hand in hand
We’ll walk hand in hand some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We’ll walk hand in hand some day

The truth shall make us free,
the truth shall make us free
The truth shall make us free some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
The truth shall make us free some day
We shall live in peace,
we shall live in peace
We shall live in peace some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall live in peace some day

We are not afraid, we are not afraid
We are not afraid today
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We are not afraid today

EM5INI UMS

ELI MALM >TaiTAL^

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

I

(727) 894-4311

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

‘ttH-ea

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089

-

Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

BETHELl894@KNOLOGY.NET
Worship Services................................ .7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast MinistrY............. .........SundaY 8:00 ajm.
Church School
............................,9:00 ajh.
Morning Worship............................... 10:30 ajm*
Bible StudY.............................. .Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church .................... Mon & Wed 5:30 pjm.

Sunday School.................. .............................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).................................... ............ ..6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed).................. ........................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Reverend David L.

Impact the world by equipping believers
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

hh,

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking

in the;'Pro«isee Vrsiow.

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Sunday School......... ......... ......... ........................ ........................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship______________ ________ _______ .........11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting...................7:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

larvest
Wo r s h i p G e n te r

Early Morning Worship......... ......................... .......................7:30 a.m.

Tamika McGriff

Log on:

(727) 686-9356

Pastor Maceo and

an“ Dorothy
Connelly

www.fravelwiththechurch.com

www.abundant-harvest.org

(to book your travel engagements)

Friday Prayer Meeting ......... ............................................ 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

‘Walking An The (Promisee/Vision”
‘Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church’

Sal$i Johp Priipitivc Baptist Cfcard)
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

TTew H£t. Glide 'Primitive Baptist Church
Peculiar "Peep/e Per&uaded Io Perform 15fo Purpose”
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning........................................
8:00 a.m.
Elder Benjamin
Church School.............................................
9:45 a.m.
Adams, Jr.,
Mid-Morning.................................................................. 11:00a.m. Senior Pastor
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study ....i...7:00 p.m.

Seek.

Looking for a place to gain deeper understanding
of your spiritual nature? A place where
your religious background doesn't matter?
A non-denomlnational church that believes
God should be user-friendly?

•®1

Theme: “Movers of the Clirist Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

YOUR CHURCH
can advertise here

Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
Claude S. Williams, Pastor

(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the

Tei:727-898-2457 FflX: 727-895-6898

other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

Rsw. Prenass John Davis, Minister

W

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Dominion Worship Center Ministries

Trinity <Pres6yterian Church

“Leam To Take DOMINION Over Your Life"

“Join Tls”

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

2830 22ndAvenue South
St. (Petersburg, Florida 33712

727-321-8574

727-327-8590

(Early Sunday Service...................... 8:00 am

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday School(Enrichment......___ g:w am
Sunday Service................................. 10:00 am

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

(Monday-Corporate 'Prayer.......6:00 Sd 7:30

11:00 a.m.
Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor

unity te m pleoftr ulh@msn.com

pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

Wednesday-Coryorate Prayer........ 6:00am

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Wednesday (Bihle Study
and Family 'Training dlr................7:30 ym

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Sunday- Coryorate Prayer...............6:00 am

Bishop Albert E. Weaver
& Lady Tonya Weaver

Bible Study — Wednesday — 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

12
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST, MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship Service...... ..10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................... ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday).. ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).... ....7:00 p.m.

Church School
............
.......... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
.................................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.............................. .... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City ii
Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Early Morning Worship............ ................. 7:30 am.
Sunday School........................ ................. 9:30 am.
Morning Worship..................... ...... ......... 11:00 am.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.. ..11:00 am. -12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study............. ................. 6:00 pm.
Wednesday Prayer Service......... ............ ......7:00 pm.

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a jn.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city”

Friendship

10th Street Church Of God

Missionary Baptist Church

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

(727) 898-9407

207 - 10th Street North

Sunday School................................ ..9:30 aan.
Morning Worship............................ 11:00 ajn.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday............ ,7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 pan.

"Serving and Saving

Sunday School........................................ 9:30 A.M.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 pjn.

"Helping and
Healing"

Wednesday................ Noonday Bible Study and

Rev. Ronald L. Bell

Thursday..................... 7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

"Praying and
Praising"

Pastor

FfidYCfi

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Tvwr Church

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

Sunday

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

The Rock

of

Sunday School -10:30 ajn.

PJVI. Service (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pjn.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pjn.
Tuesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 ajn.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pjn.

Thursday

Bible Study (for ail ages) - 7:30 pjn.

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Church School:.........................................9:15 a.m.
- 10:00a.m.
Devotion:.................................................10:00 a.m.
— 10:20a.m.
Praise and Worship:.............
..,.10:20 a.m.
- 10:30a.m.
Morning Worship. Servicek
........... ...... 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................... 6:30 p.m.

Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

(727) 896-4356
Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

Christ

YPWW (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pjn.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street

in

A. M. Service -11:30 ajn.

Sunday Morning Bible Class...... ........... ............... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....................................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday........................ ........... 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship........................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class................. ............... 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class..............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Qvd

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

or

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Church

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

"Inspiring and
Instructing"

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
M
F
W
B
C

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
Pastor

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 — 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Telephone: 727-327-0015 - Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each mpnth after Morning Service

Cummunitp dptrclj
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Ou^,PuRf’OSE Is The Advancement Of God’s Kingdom And
Promotion OfThe Spiritual. Moral. Social And Economic
' Welfare Of Our Members Ano Community z

(727) 896-5228
w ww.spreadinghopeonline .org

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 A.M.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

Church School................. .

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed.)

'
' Servk
Sunday: 8:00am
1 1 Wednesday: 7:00pm

9:00 a.m.

Praise & Worship Service .. .10:30 a.m.
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin.................................................Associate Pastor
The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler................................Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry............................................................................. James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry................................................................................JoyceRobinson

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

South • St. Petersburg,

Clerk Ministry............................................................................................... WyvonniaMcGee

(727) 866-2567

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope ”

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People’’

The Old Landmark Cathedral
ChUrch Of God In Christ
Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843

wwiitthi

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

203 73RD AVENUE | STPETEW\CRfFL 337®T

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!”

Sunday
Corporate Prayer 1030am

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship
3501 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-5144
Sunday School.............................9:30 A.M.
Worship Services..... 11:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday..................... 6:30 P.M. (Prayer)
7:00 P.M. (Bible Study)
Friday........................ 6:30 P.M. Youth Night

Worship Service

11:00 am

Thursday_________ ■ - AZ;
PASTOR BILL JESSIEI
Revealing Truth MinistriesJ
St. Pete Beach, FL

Corporate Prayer 6:30 pm
BibleStudy
Saturday

Bishop

Franklin Evans Sr.
Pastor

"We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight"

FL 33712

7:00 pm
__________

Corporate Prayer 9:00 am
Children's Church Available

Pastor & Founder of Revealing Truth Ministries

www.revealin'

___________
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CHURCH NEWS
New Philadelphia Community Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

“SHEroes of the Faith: Women’s History Month”

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church under the leadership of our soldier of the cross, and drum
major for justice, Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as we
communicate Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
and Bible Study and Teen Summit on Wednesday evening at 7:00. We also encourage the
community to make use of our Prayer Line. (321-9645)

New Philadelphia commences its annual observance of Women’s History
throughout the month of March. The church family will be led in Worship by
women and girls for the duration of this observance. Theme this year: “The
Church’s 21st Century Challenge: Internalizing and Externalizing the Glory of the
Lord!”

Scripture backgrounds are Ezekiel 43:1-5; St. Mark 9:1-7.

For fourth Sunday in Lenten season, proclamation for mid-morning service Will be
offered by the Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler. Worship leaders, praise, and
other doorkeeping responsibilities will be done by Women in church family.
Deacons / Deaconesses will serve ordinance of Holy Communion administered by
Pastoral ministry. All members are expected to be present.
A Lenten Bible Study Will commence a four-Week study session. Throughout
month of March, study will focus on passion of Christ and its internal and external
relevance for the 21st century church. The Reverends Aaron Gaskin and
Vikki Gaskin-Butler, “team-teach” these weekly sessions which are open to the
public. Classes are held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

Pastor Senior and the New Hope family
invite you to worship with us on Sunday
morning. The morning begins at 7:45 with
Early Morning Service. Sunday School begins
at 9:15. We have classes available for every age
group. Bring the entire family to leam about
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Worship
continues at 10:30 with the Disciples of Hope
leading the congregation in praise. We are
delighted to have such an awesome Music team
consisting of Michael McKenny, Vemard
McKenny, Marcus Childs, Marquis Wright, and
Corey Givens. The Bread of Life will be served
by our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L.
Senior. Won’t you join us?
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.

(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)
On Wednesday evenings, Prayer and Bible
Study is held for adults and youth. Prayer
begins at 6:30 and Bible Study begins at 7:30.
Do you know the Books of the Bible or the
fruits of the Spirit? Just to mention a few of the
topics for our Bible Marathon which is just one
of the aspects of our Midweek P.U.S.H. every

•

Theme: “Crossing Over...”

week. We will be delighted to have you study
with us.
Prayer Band is held every Thursday
morning at 11:00. “Effectual, fervent prayers
of the righteous availeth much.” Come let’s
praise God together.
UPCOMING EVENTS (MARCH 2008)
(For further details, call 727-896-5228)
MARCH 3 Guest Church: NHMBC - Baptist
Ministers Conference - City Wide Revival
(Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church)
MARCH 8 Beacon House (Mission In Action
Ministry)West Coast Baptist Association
Retreat Conference (Tampa)
MARCH 14 -15 Holy Land Experience,
Youth Ministry (Orlando)
MARCH 19 -21 SPRING REVIVAL GUEST
REVIVALIST: REVEREND KEVIN ADAMS
Olivet Missionary Baptist' Church,
Chattanooga, Tenn.
MARCH 23 Easter Celebration
MARCH 30 Sunday 5th Power

“Kindness is one gift anyone can give”

Mt. Zion A.M.E.
“To God be the glory for the great things He has done.”
What a time, what a time, what a good time we shared on

remember that this season is all about change from the inside

last Sunday. God has done it again! As we look back, Sunday

out. God calls us to turn away from sin and live a “New Life”

reflected the great heritage, legacy and cohesiveaiess of the

in Him. Pastor Williams and the Mt Zion Church family

body of Christ. God showed up and showed out at our 83rd

extend a heartfelt welcome to the community to join us in

Church

worship this Sunday. Our early morning service begins at 7:30

Anniversary

celebration.

We

experienced

the

anointing of the Holy Spirit at both services. The Rev. James

followed by Sunday School at 9:30 and our Contemporary

Feazell, of Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church stirred us up with

Worship at 11:00 am. Pastor Williams will proclaim the Word

the Word at 7:30 a.m., his topic “Building God’s Church,”

and Holy Communion will be administered at both services.

reminded us to check our mindset, mission and ministry. Song

Join us as we Lift the Name of Jesus.

service was rendered by St. Mary’s Choir that blessed us,
bringing us to our feet lifting our hands and hearts in praise.
Pastor Feazell and St. Mary’s Choir traveled fjpm Largo,
Florida to share in this celebration. At 11:00 a.m. we went a
little higher in the spirit as the Rev. Calvin Williams and
Church of the Perfecting Saints took us a little higher. The

In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion for a day of
ministry. Wednesday - Vintage Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. Bible
Study, 6:00 p.m. Hour ofPrayer, Praise & Preaching, 7:00 p.m.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 14th “A Night ofAnointed Dance”, 7:00 p.m. The

made it.” The praise and worship ushered in a new anointing as

Dance Ministry would like to invite everyone to Come and

Rev. Calvin Williams preached a power-packed sermon that

worship with them. A mighty move of God is anticipated.

touched our souls. The preacher for the hour could proclaim

Your attendance will help usher in the Holy Spirit and allow

the word as well as sing us happy, he and his brothers, called

God’s anointing to fall fresh on us.

Zion’s Youth Choir continued to bless us in song, taking us

The Nurses Guild Ministry will be hosting their Annual Health Fair on Saturday, March 15.
There will be multiple vendors on site.
• Sickle Cell/Glucose Testing

• Hepatitis Screening

• Hemoglobin Testing

• Colorectal/Prostate Testing

• HIV/Syphilis Screening

• Podiatrist/Chiropractor

• Memory/Balance/Gait Testing
There will also be Arts and Crafts for children, Police K9 and Patrol Cars, Community Resource
Bus, Insurance Companies and Banks. Pinellas County Health Department Services will be
available. ALL FREE!! REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED.
The. Music. Department Ministry will host the Gospel Music and Praise Expression Workshop
“By Any Means” “I will sing and give praise, even with my glory.” Psalms 108:1B, March 20-22,
2008. Workshop Schedule: Thursday, March 20 at 6:00 p.m., Friday, March 21 at 5:30 p.m., and
Saturday, March 22 at 8:30 a.m. Concert is at 6:00 p.m. Facilitators: Minister D’Andre Hurd,
Hattisburg, Miss, and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur McCoy, St. Petersburg, Fla. For registration informa
tion call the church office.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under the leadership

admissions and scholarships. Wednesday nights are for ages 4 years

of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, the Reverend Brian Kenneth

to 18 years. Certified teachers are available to assist with reading

Brown, its official staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the entire con

comprehension and application; reading readiness for children 4 to 6

gregation of St Mark, extends to die community at large, its wishes

years; Literary analysis/reading comprehension for Middle and High

that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their

School as well as FCAT, ACT and SAT preparation for those who still

lives. St Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its

need to pass or make a good score on these tests.

central theme, a belief that we are a haven of hope, help, and healing
for a world hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened word of
God. At St Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ

February Events

• Sunday School is held for both children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
• Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out and study the

Feb. 29 - Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Bible with us and leam “What Baptist Believe”.

Upcoming Events for March 2008
March 12 - Church outing to Greater St. Paul M.B.
Church at 7:00 p.m.
March 15 - For Women Only, 3-5 p.m. The first Woman
in Me Chat and Chew to be held at St. Mark M.B.C.
March 16 - St. Mark Male Chorus presents “Men in
Harmony”
March 17-21 - State Convention in Panama City, Fla.
March 22 - Children Youth Ministry Easter Presentation
March 23 - Easter (Resurrection Sunday)
March 26 - Congress No. 2 hosted by First Baptist
Church in Sun City, Fla.
DESTINATION GRADUAHoN Phase II is now in progress and
offers certified teachers, Counselors and FCAT Specialists each

• Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed
to join us.
• Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7:00 p.m.
• Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
• Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thursday evening at
7:00 p.m.
• St Mark After School Tutoring Ministry: Neighbors Involved
in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.). open to all school age children
ever Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m.

Tuesday and Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesdays are

• St Mark Technology Lab: the St. Mark Computer Lab' will be

for high school seniors only needing assistance with applying for

open and available for use on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings
from 5:30 pm. to 7:30 p.m.

colleges, financial aid and scholarships, and writing essays for college

Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church
HAT'S FANTASTIC!
On Saturday, March 8, 2008, Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
will kick off its 114th Anniversary Celebration
with a Prayer Brunch at the church, 912 Third Ave. N, St. Petersburg.
The theme is “2008 Hata Static Review.”
From 10 a.m. to noon, models will be heads above the crowds while
showing off some of the most fashionable hats to be found in this area.
Admission is free. There will be a free will offering.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Mount Zion is on the move; get on board as we Mount up at
Mount Zion!

higher. We say thank God, and thanks to our chairpersons, par
ticipants, members and friends for a hallelujah, good time in

Thought for the week: “God is good all the time, and all the

the Lord.

time God is good”

For further information, please contact Joyce Pink,
114th Anniversary Committee publicity chairperson

As we continue in this Lenten Season, let us be
mindful of sacrifice and what we’d like to give up, and

St. Mark Offers...

WEEKLY MINISTRIES:

praise Team set the tone with the song “Never could have

“The William Brothers” harmonized together just right. Mt

The Scholarship Ministry is now offering FCAT Prep Sessions to students. The FCAT sessions
are for lOth - l2th graders. The sessions are held every Monday and Tuesday from 5:00-6:00 p.m.
The sessions will continue through March 4. For additional information contact Sharion ThurmanReeves or Patricia Williams at 866-1237.

(727) 793-7859

Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Bethel Community Baptist Church
Celebrates Pastor Sykes 15th Anniversary
Rev.Dr. Manuel L. Sykes will celebrate his 15th year as
pastor/teacher of the Bethel Community Baptist Church,2901 54th Avenue South.

Trinity Presbyterian Church
This Sunday March 2, Trinity Presbyterian

• Rehearsal for the World Day of Prayer

Church, located at 2830 22nd Ave. S., St.

will be held on Monday, March 3 at 6:00 p.m.

Petersburg will celebrate a holy time of

• Sunday, March 9, 11:00 am worship

worship. We corporately Come together as we

service. Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday.

do every first Sunday as one body to remember

In 2008 we continue the celebration of young

and celebrate what Christ did for us as we

women within our church as well as honoring 5

Through his spiritual wisdom the congregation has been led and taught the

observe Holy Communion. Pastor Alfonso

the “aging young woman” dwelling inside 2

enlightened word of the Holy Spirit. Over the 15 years of service he has had

Woods will deliver the sermon and lead the

gracefully aging women who have within

many accomplishments in the church and community. A few of those are: Founder

congregation in the celebration of the Lord’s

them the divine spark of vitality.

of the Bethel Community Foundation Inc., Bethel Community Christian

Supper. Sunday school begins at 9:30 a.m., and

School (Established on-site Theological Training for Ministers; Named District

morning worship begins at 11:00 each Sunday.

Overseer for the Full Gospel Baptist Fellowship Southwest District; Earned a

Bible study is held each Wednesday evening at

Doctor of Philosophy Degree from Drew University and became the first African-

6:30. Special scripture selections are being

Tampa Bay. Saturday, March 1, Forest Hills 5

discussed for the season of Lent.

Presbyterian Church, Tampa

American president of the St. Petersburg Theological Seminary.

• Seniors Ministry meets the 4th Thursday
of every month at 11:00 a.m.
• Stated Meeting of The Presbytery of

UPCOMING EVENTS:

During the month of March on every Wednesday at 7 p.m.,

• The Women’s Organization will host a

fellow members of the clergy will recognize Dr. Sykes for his service.

World Day ofPrayer on Friday, March 7, from

On Sunday, March 30 at 10 a.m. will be the culminating service.

6-7 p.m. This event is co-sponsored by Church
Women United (CWU).

The Bethel Family is inviting the community to share this occasion with them.

The public is cordially invited to join us »
for praise, worship, prayer and study as we •
seek to fulfill God’s will for His church in
today’s society.

14

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28,2008

--------- BLACK HISTORY--------“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
Joseph E.
Savage

Frederick Douglass Has Earned
His Place on Mount Rushmore

What Mount Rushmore might look like with
Frederick Douglass’ image added to it

BYVAL J. HALAMANDARIS
Frederick Douglass was a
self-taught man, a tireless orator
and one of the greatest advocates
for human rights the United States
has ever produced. The strength
and validity of his message is
eternal, continuing to influence
yet another generation of
Americans who, like me, are
awed by the power and strength of
his words and his ideas. In honor
of Black History Month, I’d like
: to state some reasons why
Douglass should be accorded this
great honor and recognition:
Douglass is the quintessential
personification of the American
spirit.
This is evident in the manner
in which he transcended his birth
as a slave, taught himself not only
» to read and to write but to become
one of America’s greatest orators
and writers. His story is an inspi
ration to men and women the
world over and has lasted for more
than a few generations.
Despite the fact that he was
bom into slavery, Douglass’
presence and influence were key
to abolishing slavery. He played
> a central role in encouraging
President Abraham Lincoln to
issue the Emancipation
Proclamation which not only
freed the slaves but tipped the
balance of power and saved the
Union.
Douglass has been noted as
the person most admired by

Abraham Lincoln, who,
according to most polls, is the
most admired of all Americans.
When the president was assassi
nated, his widow, Mary Todd
Lincoln, sent the president’s
walking stick, which he used
every day, to Frederick Douglass.
Today, it sits on display at the
Frederick Douglass Museum and
National Historical Site in the
Anacostia neighborhood of
Washington, D.C.
As an advocate for human
rights, Douglass had no peer. He
inspired contemporaries and
continued to do so after his death.
Mark Twain, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Booker T. Washington,
Mahatma Gandhi, Hubert H.
Humphrey, Martin Luther King,
Nelson Mandela, Mary McLeod
Bethune and Dorothy Height have
all cited him as a source of inspira
tion.
Frederick Douglass was the
nation’s most eloquent voice for
equal rights for all people. He
fought tirelessly against discrimi
nation on the basis of race, color
and gender.
Far ahead of his time,
Douglass was one of the nation’s
most passionate advocates for
equal rights for women. “I would
give women the right to vote,” he
said, “precisely as I insisted in
giving the colored man the right to
vote. Right is ofno sex - truth is of
no color God is the father of us
all, and we are brethren.”
Douglass lived his life

according to the highest standards.
He was the conscience of the
nation. He was a tireless advocate
of peaceful, non-violent change
whose goals were always to do
what is right, to serve God and his
fellow citizens.
Frederick Douglass was a
great leader. He combined the
three qualities that Aristotle (and
other philosophers subsequently)
said were common to the greatest
leaders. He had the ethos, the
intellectual ability to see clearly
what was happening in America
and the vision to imagine the
nation as it could be. He had the
gift of pathos which is to
empathize with others, to put
himself in their shoes and to
image how they felt. Finally, he
had the quality of logos which is
defined as the ability to use words
and language to move others to
work together and take action, not
only in their best interest but in the
best interests of all.
Lastly, Douglass was one of
the most caring people in the
America.
Caring is love in action. He
had every right to respond with
hatred but he chose instead to love
even those who had so oppressed
and dehumanized him and
thousands of others. Because he
was so preeminent in this quality,
the Caring Institute Trustees
agreed to create The Hall of Fame
for Caring Americans in what was
his first Washington, D.C. home
located three blocks east of the
U.S. Capitol.
For all these reasons, I beheve
Frederick Douglass should be
carved on Mt. Rushmore. This
honor is reserved for the best
among us and a nation is what
(and who) it honors. His presence
there would not only salute him
but serve to inspire present and yet
unborn generations. This, more
than any symbol since the Statue
of Liberty was installed in New
York Harbor, would reaffirm to
the world at this critical time in
our history what America is all
about.

Elizabeth “Bessie”
Coleman

Elizabeth “Bessie” Coleman

Elizabeth ‘Bessie’ Coleman
popularly known as “Queen
Bess,” was the first AfricanAmerican woman to become an
airplane pilot, and the first
American woman to hold an
international pilot license.
Bom in Atlanta, Texas,
Coleman was the tenth of 13
children. Her father, George
Coleman, was of part Cherokee
ancestry. Her parents were
sharecroppers yet her early
childhood was a happy one,
spent playing in the front yard or
on the porch. Sunday mornings
and afternoons were spent at
church. As the other children
began to age and find work in
the fields, Coleman assumed
Source: Wikipedia Free Library

responsibilities
around
the
house. She looked after her
sisters, helped her mother, Susan
Coleman, work in her garden,
and performed many of the
everyday chores of running the
house.
Coleman began school at the
age of six and had to walk four
miles each day to her all-black,
one-room school. Despite
sometimes lacking such
materials as chalk and pencils
Bessie was an excellent student.
She loved to read and estab
lished herself as an outstanding
math student. Bessie completed
all eight grades of her one-room
school. Every year Coleman’s
routine of school, chores, and
church was interrupted by the
cotton harvest. Each man,
woman, and child was needed to
pick the cotton, so the Coleman
family worked together in the
fields during the harvest.
In 1901, Bessie Coleman’s
life took a dramatic turn. George
Coleman left his family. He had
become fed up with the racial

barriers that existed in Texas. He
returned to Oklahoma, or Indian
Territory as it was then called, to
find better opportunities, but
Susan and the children did not go
with him.
At the age of 12 Bessie was
accepted into the Missionary
Baptist Church. When she
turned 18 Coleman took all of
her savings and enrolled in the
Oklahoma Colored Agricultural
and Normal University (now
called Langston University)
in Langston, Okla. Bessie
completed only one term before
she ran out of money and was
forced to return home. Coleman
knew there was no future for her
in her hometown, so in 1915, at
the age of 23, Coleman moved
to Chicago, where she lived with
her brothers and she worked at
the White Sox Barber Shop as a
manicurist. There she heard tales
of the world from pilots who
were returning home from
World War I. They told stories
about flying in the war and
Coleman started to fantasize

Joseph“Joe”Savage
BY ABDUL KARIM ALI
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - In
1968 Joseph “Joe” Savage and
other sanitation workers wanted
better pay and better working

conditions from the City of St.
Petersburg. Savage tried negoti
ating with city management
about conditions
for the
workers. The result of his nego
tiating led to little or no change.
In May of 1968, Joe tried a

different approach to resolve the
issues at hand. Savage led 211
men, most of them black, on a
non-violent four-month strike
with the cause for better condi
tions in the sanitation depart
ment. The strike ended in
success. Because of the tireless
and dedicated efforts of Joe
Savage and fellow strikers, sig
nificant changes were made
throughout the city of St.
Petersburg that was beneficial
for all people.
Savage died on January 13,
2001. On June 6, 2006 the city
renamed the sanitation complex
the
“Joseph
E.
Savage
Sanitation Complex” in his
honor. Savage was and still is
known as “A Rock of Gibraltar”
and “A Pioneer” for his courage
as a leader. He will always be
remembered as a simple man
who loved the Lord and wasn’t
afraid to take a stand.

Lincoln Theodore
Monroe Andrew Perry
Stepin Fetchit was the stage
name of American comedian
and film actor Lincoln Theodore
Monroe Andrew Perry (May 30,
l902-November 19, 1985). His
typical film persona and stage
name have long been synony
mous with the stereotype of the
,servile, shiftlessj simple-minded
black man in early 20th Century
American film. There has been a
more recent revisionist view that
sees his film persona as ulti
mately subversive of the status
quo. Perry parlayed the Fetchit
persona into a successful film.
Bom in Key West, Fla., to
West Indian immigrants, Perry
began entertaining in his teens
as a comic character actor. His
stage name was a contraction of
“step and fetch it,” suggesting a
servile character. He played
comic relief roles in a number of
films, all based on his character
known as “The Laziest Man in
the World.” Despite this, Perry
was an actor in the truest sense
of the word; “Stepin Fetchit,” no
matter what the names of the
roles he played on screen, was
himself a Perry character. In
fact, Perry was highly literate
and had a concurrent career
writing
for the
Chicago
Defender, one of the nation’s
best-respected black newspa
pers.
If the Fetchit persona
derives, too, from a common
manipulation technique used by
blacks to mitigate their status by
pretending to be unintelligent
and fulfilling the low expecta
tions of whites, Perry himself
was not afraid to use it off
screen. Auditioning for a role in
a remake of “In Old Kentucky,”
Perry stayed in character before
and after the audition, often

about being a pilot. Her brother
used to tease her by commenting
that French women were better
than African-American women
because French women were
pilots already. At the barber
shop, Coleman met many influ
ential men from the black
community, including Robert S.
Abbott, founder and publisher of

feigning low intelligence or
skipping or mumbling lines he
did not like.
Perry starred in “Hearts in
Dixie” (1929), one of the first
all-talkie, big-studio productions
to boast a predominately
African-American cast. For his
role as Joe in the 1929 parttalkie film version of “Show
Boat,” Perry’s singing voice was
supplied by Jules Bledsoe, who
had originated the role in the
stage
musical.
Curiously
enough, however, Fetchit did.
not sing “OF Man River,” but
instead a new song used in the
film, “The Lonesome Road.”
Bledsoe was actually seen
singing “OF Man River” in the
sound prologue shown
preceding the film.
Perry did not invent the
stereotype to which his stage
name became synonymous, but
Stepin Fetchit’s image was used
to popularize it. Many black
characters in the movies were
based on Stepin Fetchit,
including Stymie in the classic
“Our Gang” comedies, though
like Perry (a fact often forgotten
about him), Stymie had his ways
pf outwitting his assumed
superiors. (As it happens, Perry
repaid the reference: he gueststarred in an “Our Gang” short,
“A Tough Winter,” intended as
the pilot film for a Fetchit short
subject series producer Hal
Roach had planned but which
never materialized.)
In due course, the Stepin
Fetchit image came to be seen as
degrading enough that Perry’s
films rarely get a screening now.
Nor have they seen widespread
video release. On the rare
occasions the films are shown,
most of his segments are

the Chicago Defender, and Jesse
Binga, a real estate promoter.
Coleman received financial
backing from Binga, and from
the Chicago Defender, who cap
italized on her flamboyant per
sonality and her beauty to
promote his newspaper, and to
promote her cause. She could
not gain admission to American

Mr. Perry’s stage name was
Stepin Fetchit

deleted. But film historians
across racial lines have come to
see that Perry was in fact a gifted
comic. He was also the first
black actor to become a million
aire. Unfortunately, Perry was a
far better actor than he was a
manager ofhis own money, and
he was forced to declare bank
ruptcy in 1947.
Perry converted to Islam in
the l960s and became a friend
of heavyweight boxing
champion Muhammad Ali, with
both men claiming Perry taught
Ali a particular punch. But Perry
also found himself in conflict
dining his career with civil
rights leaders who criticized him
personally for the film roles he
portrayed. However, Perry had
something of the last laugh: in
1976, the Hollywood chapter of
the NAACP awarded him a
Special NAACP Image Award,
acknowledging that, whatever
the stereotype his famous alter
ego had inspired, his had been a
trailblazing career without
which many black film careers
might have been more difficult
to make. Two years after that,
Perry was inducted into the
Black Filmmakers Hall of Fame.
He appeared in 54 films
between 1925 and 1976, and has
a star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame in the category “Motion
pictures.” A stroke in 1976
ended Perry’s acting career, and
he died November 19, 1985
from pneumonia.

flight schools because she was
black and a woman. No black
U.S. aviator would train her
either. Robert Abbott encour
aged her to study abroad. Later
Bessie wanted to study piloting
and became a famous pilot.
She became the first black
woman to fly.
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Earn it - You maybei
tarn
rnay .be
iligible
eligible forthe!
fopthe eaftj
earned
income tax c(edjt- A
Keep it - Coalition provides
fREE tax preparation.
Grow it - Coalition can
show you how. I
1

FREE Tax Prep Sites
i

Asian Family Center

GRAYDI

Union Academy

Lealman Family Center

13420 Adams Circle

401 Martin Luther

4255 56th Avenue North

Largo, FL 33774

King Jr. Drive

St. Petersburg,. FL 33714

727-584-7200

Tarpon Springs, FL 34689

727-520-9820

727-934-5881

High Point YMCA

Clearwater Neighborhood
Housing Services

5345 Laurel Place
Clearwater, FL 33760

Wachovia Gulfport
Financial Center

608 North Garden Avenue

727-507-9622

2001 49th Street South

Clearwater, FL 33755

«

727-442-4155

James B. Sanderlin
Family Center

Enoch Davis Center

2335 22nd Avenue South

1111 18th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-321-9444

727-893-7803

Gulfport, FL 33707
727-892-7425
The Wealth Building Coalition of Pinellas County promotes the
Earned Income Tax Credit - EITC and provides free tax preparation
for low and moderate income wage earners to ensure eligible
working families and individuals know how and where to file. The
Wealth Building Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity Campaign is part of
the national Prosperity Campaign initiative and is supported by
JWB The Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County, United
Way of Tampa Bay, Bank of America, Pinellas County government
and Internal Revenue Service.

Juvenile Welfare Board

Wealth Building Coalition
Pinellas Prosperity Campaign

The Children's Services Council

of Rnelles County

Oft

WVCHOVTA

Pinellau i
(ountipC
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Who’s coming for dinner?
At my house: Love.

Dinner at my house is great when Mariana and
Amy come. Mom makes granddaddy’s gumbo.
She says, like us, it’s a lot of different things
that go together. Amy says she’s the tomato
because of her reddish blonde hair. I say I’m
the okra because, like me, it has African roots.
Mariana says she’s the chicken because she
hates scary movies. She’s so silly! But we all love her.
It’s nice to have someone who appreciates my
African American history the way I do.

